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Renew 2000: an invitation

By Linda Fetzer

What is RENEW 2000’s In-
vitational Ministry team? And
what does it have to do with me?

I asked myself that April 30th
after volunteering for the team.

We all had experienced Re-
new and wanted to invite every-
one in our parish to this faith-
sharing opportunity.

Father Bovard offered to send
a personal letter to SJN family
members who had recently re-
ceived a sacrament and new-
comers to the parish. This would
introduce the names of Renew
2000’s Invitational Ministers,
who would call that parish mem-
ber and request a brief visit to
their home.

The purpose was to invite fel-
low parishioners to participate in
the Parish Mission and the Fall
’98 Season of Renew 2000.

The plan looked slick on pa-

per, especially with chairper-
son Steve Smith’s multi-col-
ored flow charts! Then came
the formidable task of finding
people to make the calls and
visits.

Here is where the Holy
Spirit really shows His Stuff
— 44 SIN family members
said, “Yes!” They knew this
was not your “run of the
mill” church volunteer job —
a couple meetings, a couple
donuts, a couple “Amens.”

Without their optimism and
perseverance, there wouldn’t
be an Invitational Ministry.

The Team’s responsibilities
for this season are largely
complete. Our success is not
based on how technically per-
fect the telephone calls and
home visits are made. Our
success isn’t based on how
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Renew 2000
for all of us

continued from page 1
many parish family members
say “Yes” to our invitation.
In fact, it’s a bit arrogant to
talk about “our success” at
all. We have been given a gift
from the Spirit — a charism
— and we used it to serve our
SIN family. The rest is up to
Him. (And you!)

So what the heck does the
Invitational Ministry have to
do with me?

I’m a rather ordinary per-
son; no halo, just ask my fam-
ily. I’ve never even seen a
burning bush, let alone spoken
with one. Sharing my spiritual
life with people I don’t know
is a little embarrassing, even
scary.

I don’t want people to think
I’'m “too religious” — what-
ever that means. But, deep
down, I think we all need to
believe that our life has mean-
ing, has a purpose.

We all have a need for a
sense of community and
deeper, more genuine relation-
ships. We also share the need
to grow in faith.

That’s why I go to Mass.
That’s why I joined the Invita-
tional Ministry Team.

And that is why I invite you
to participate in SJIN’s Parish
Mission and Renew 2000.

Small faith sharing groups
begin Oct 4. Sign up on Sign
Up Sunday, after mass Satur-
day Sept. 12 or Sunday, Sept.
13, in the education building.
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Ask Father Bob:

Someone asked me, not
too long ago, “Whatever
happened to those old time
missions, that the church
used to have?” Well, despite
some changes in terminology
and thrust, we still have these
experiences. Sometimes
they’re called “renewals” or
days of recollection, or even
retreat experiences, but the
aim is the same; namely, to
give us some concentrated
time to do some reflecting on
our lives. Don’t we all need
from time to time the oppor-
tunity to ask where we are,
where we’re headed, and how
we plan to get there?

And it just so happens
we’re planning a
“MISSION” this fall. The
dates are Sunday, Sept. 13th
through Wednesday, Sept.
16th. Each night we will
gather in church for a won-
derful program of scripture,
song, and reflective talks
(brief) given by a number of
our own parishioners. These
sessions will typically begin
at 7:00 p.m. and move to the
Education Bldg. no later than
8:00 p.m. for a social. Please
mark your calendars now,
and check out other columns
in this issue of INSIGHTS
for more information. This
promises to be a very special
four nights in the life of SJN.
Fr. Bob Coyne is parochial
vicar of St. John Neumann.
Send questions to him at the
rectory.
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SJN will offer two new
programs in high school
religious education

By Grace Ghirardi
Director for Religious Edu-
cation and Youth Minister

What do the Sunday Scrip-
tures have to do with me and
my life?

This is a question many
teens and adults ask them-
selves.

This fall, the new Renew
2000 small faith sharing pro-
gram will give high school
teens, in grades 9 through 12
an opportunity to ponder and
discuss this and other impor-
tant issues in their lives.

This new program will be
offered Sunday evenings,
starting Oct. 5.

Registrations are coming in
quickly, so please sign up
soon if you are interested.

Social Justice is an issue
that many young people
struggle with and have ques-
tions about.

This new class will be of-
fered on Tuesday evenings,
for high school teens in
grades 9 through 12.

In addition to covering top-
ics including poverty, racism,
etc., there will be opportunities
for hands-on experience and
guest speakers.

There is limited space and
only one class is being of-
fered, so, please register as
soon as possible.

Grades 9, 10, 11, and 12
each have their own curricu-

lum devoted to that grade.
Here are brief descriptions of
the various subjects covered in
each grade.

Grade 9: Who am I and
what attitudes and actions do
the teachings of Jesus Christ
call me to embrace?

Several groups will meet
both in homes and at SJN on
Monday evenings to try to an-
swer these questions and
more.

Grade 10: What is sin?
Why does the church teach
abortion and euthanasia are
wrongful acts? Is homosexu-
ality a sin?

Want a better understand-
ing of moral issues which
might affect you? Monday
evening class at SIN.

Grade 11: As you develop
into a young adult, learn more
about the Scriptures in an in-
formal atmosphere.

How can the Old and New
Testaments help you grow
spiritually in today’s world?
Monday evenings at SJN.

Grade 12: Moving on in
life...Getting ready to face new
and exciting challenges.

What issues will you face
in the next year and beyond?

This young adult group will
help high school seniors pre-
pare for their future after high
school. Monday evenings at
SIN.
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In Appalachia, work campers built
bridges of love and playgrounds, too

By Chris Hewitt
Work camp is different for every
person. Each camper comes home
with different stories. Here’s mine.

On a Saturday in June, I
rode with six other work
campers in a van to Tunnelton,
W.Va., where we were to help
our first family that week. Not
knowing what to expect, we
pulled up to the K. family's
trailer. A smiling Ralph K., in
his forties and disabled,
emerged. He was extremely
happy to see us and invited us
inside where we met his wife
Claire and their 3 children,
R.J., Sarah and Noah. Three-
year-old Noah was all smiles
and giggled as two girls in our
crew played with him. From
the hustle of the living room,
R.J., an eight-year-old boy, led
me to the room he shared with
his sister. Excited and smiling,
he showed me toy cars and the
cardboard track he made for
them. R.J.'s 10-year-old sister,
Sarah, showed us her dolls.
We played and talked until we
decided to start work.

We first dug holes for
foundation posts of the deck
we were building. R.J. and
Sarah insisted on helping,
grabbing the digging bar and
trying not to wince so we
wouldn't know it was too
heavy for them. Full of pride
and excitement, they helped us
for three days to build their
new front porch deck. R.J.

would periodically come up to
me and take my hand saying,
"I'm with you."

Our group paid to move the
family’s donated mobile home
from another county. Ralph
told me that it’s the first the
family has ever owned. They
lost much of what they owned
in a fire a few years ago and

few miles away in a commu-
nity known as "Hollywood".
Even the most experienced in
our group had difficulty com-
prehending the poverty there.
Children ran around dirty,
bruised, and barefoot. Many
parents did, too. Houses were
missing walls and windows,
roofs leaked and a natural
spring had turned much of the
ground into a mud pit. I had
never seen so many shacks in
one place. Our group had
work crews here all week, fix-
ing as much as we could.

Playground designer Chris Hewitt and crew member Tracy Bauer swing
some of the local children on the recently completed play set in the
"Hollywood" section of Tunnelton, W.Va.

he has been off work for some
time because of back prob-
lems. The family was one of
the most loving and apprecia-
tive [ have ever met.

On our fourth day, we fin-
ished at the K. family home.
We said our good-byes. I
didn't want to leave.

The next day, we worked a

People in "Hollywood"
were different from the K’s,
standoffish and quiet. It was
difficult to see love here. Early
in the week, the situation
looked hopeless.

My crew wanted to build a
playground. With no idea
what to build, I went looking

continued on page S
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In West Virginia, campers brought tools, and love

continued from page 4

for experts. Soon, I had 12 kids sitting on a
hillside: Charlotte, Latascha, Damion, Joseph,
Carlene, Clarence, Cathleen, Roger, Debbie,
Leslie, John-Wayne and Tiffany. They wanted
a fort, slide, swings and monkey bars.

The next day we began the playground. The
children watched cautiously and curiously, at
least 20 feet away at all times. A 20-year-old
man living down the hill asked if he could help.
We gladly accepted and he worked on a slide
with one of our work campers. Everything

1998 Appalachia

Work Campers
Preston County, WV
June 27 - July 4
(St.John Neumann's
12th Year in Appalachia)

Paul Hlasnik
Matt Hreha
Dennis Juran
Laura Juran
Stephanie Juran

Tracy Bauer

Vicki Bertoty

Father William Bovard
Jessica Brandes
Paulette Bundick

Rachel Bundick Bill Kristan
Chris Byrnes Jenni Kristan
Mardy Byrnes Jenny Kuhn
Molly Byrnes John Kuhn
Lance Chimka Tad Lehmann
Eric Dahar Mark Lopes
Lorraine Dahar Kim Madia

Beth Farrell Bridget Maloney
Jen Fatica Mike Mantia

Barbara Mikulski
Mark Palchak
Julie Parina
John Parks
Bret Poppleton

Julie Federico
Marco Federico
Santo Federico
Bethany Fetzer
Mark Fetzer

Erin Foley Charles Schneider
Dorian Fox Sarah Schneider
Lou Gacek Jeff Schneider
Tony Gacek Tricia Speakman
Jamie Guentner Mark Sperry

Jeff Guentner Jim Starman

Julie Guentner Matt Stullken
Cathy Hewitt Mimi Stullken
Chris Hewitt Joe Urso

Tom Hewitt Jr. Jen Wickert

Tom Hewitt Il

went well. You could see excitement building
in the eyes of the children.

On the second day, five children argued over
who would use the hammer. It was as though
their fear had disappeared overnight. Neigh-
borhood people came by. Some offered to
help, others opted to talk. In two days, the
whole spirit of the community had changed.
People helped and talked to our crews. A
mother watched her children adoringly as they
jumped over the new playground. You could
see love amidst the bleak surroundings.

Friday, we prepared to leave. As we cleaned
up, one woman thanked me. She said, "We've
had crews come in here before and they would
come in and stare at us and not talk to us and
work and go away. They never did anything
for the children. I really appreciate everything
you guys did."

My experiences in Appalachia helped me
learn more about people and about the meaning
of the work we do. The Appalachia Workcamp
brings people together to help one-on-one. We
get to know them as individuals. We work with
them, play with them, cry for them, and pray
for them, but more important, we show them
love. Love exists in many forms, sometimes
obvious, sometimes subtle. Part of our goal in
Appalachia is to show love to people who
haven't seen it expressed as we do. We show
them how we work with and respect people.
We try to show them the words of God
through our actions and we work to make their
lives a little bit easier to bear.

Because of this trip, there are 15 children in
Preston County whom I care about. I pray each
night that they find the strength and courage to
break the cycle of poverty and that the love that
we showed them will lead them to a brighter
future. If our work in Appalachia inspired even
one child to fight for a better life, then the 1998
Appalachia Workcamp was a huge success.

Chris Hewitt is a fourth-year work camper
and a junior at Penn State University.
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Campers tackle six Indiana projects

By Sarah Schneider
Community Outreach &
Workcamps Coordinator

Fifteen teens and five adults
from St. John Neumann went
to Indiana County, Pa. July 26
- 31 for what was supposed to
be a Habitat for Humanity
Workcamp. When one of the
Habitat sites in Aultman was
eliminated just a week before
departure, we sought other

sistance in Josephine. Late in
the week, a needy couple near
the Jimmy Stewart Airport
was identified by a Presbyte-
rian church. Better access to a
trailer home was needed for a
47-year-old invalid and his
wife. He’d been in the hospi-
tal for two months for lung
cancer and heart problems.
The trailer door was four feet
above ground with a bad

Work campers Juliann Urbaniak, Mike Limbacher, Amber Nehnevajsa, Sean
Miller, and Paula Kuhn take a picture break while working on the Habitat

house in Aultman, Pa.

places where the group could
work.

The work campers agreed
to work with the Indiana
County Action Office and the
Indiana Planning Organization
on four sites in addition to a
Habitat house. Those were a
homeless shelter in Black
Lick, bridge housing apart-
ments for abused women and
their children in Graceton,
low-income housing and a
family needing plumbing as-

stairs. For the first time in
seven years (the first four were
in Greene County), the Habitat
work campers would be at dif-
ferent sites.

Fourth-year work camper
and recent NA grad Kate
Bechak recalls, "This year was
unique since we were not doing
just Habitat. It was nice work-
ing more with the community in
lots of little towns."

Brother and sister duo Char-
les and Diana Scheerbaum,

were second- and first-year
work campers. NA sopho-
more Diana says, "When we
built the deck and stairs for
the couple in the trailer, we
were a team working together
for a cause!" Charles, an NA
Junior, says, " This summer
was different from last year
when we framed and roofed a
house and a different church
provided our lunch every day.
But I found it to be just as re-
warding. We made our own
lunches as work camps have
done in the past. And we got
to see the people we worked
for at most sites. It was great
for us to help others and get to
know one another better dur-
ing the times we came together

as a group."
A family now lives in the
SteppingStone  Bridgehouse

apartment that work crews
cleaned, repainted and recar-
peted. At the Parkhill Apart-
ments for low-income fami-
lies, a crew removed roots of
a large tree, dug around the
building, shoveled stones and
laid concrete slabs for a side-
walk. Nearby, the registered
plumber in the group and
some teens installed water
pipes for a family adding to a
trailer home. At the Pathway
Homeless Shelter in Black
Lick, walls of the community
room were primed and
painted. The Habitat house in
Aultman was also primed and
painted while soffit, fascia and
interior doors were installed.
Work campers set up contin-

continued on page 7
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and moved scaffolding. The
trailer project added Thursday
involved designing the deck
and stairway, buying materials,
digging post holes and assem-
bling a deck, a wide staircase
and railing with spindles. The
site down a wooded one-lane
road intrigued the group and
the people were so grateful.

1998 Indiana
Work camp
participants:

Kate Bechak

Tony Deluliis and daughter
Lisa

Grace Ghirardi, SJN DRE
and Youth Minister

Randy Hall

Lauren Koch

Paula Kuhn

sisters Laura and Danielle
Labrasca

Mike Limbacher

Sean Miller

Dave Nehnevajsa and
daughter Amber

Adam Reese

Charles and sister Diana
Scheerbaum

Sarah Schneider, SIN
Community Outreach and
Workcamps Coordinator

Nate Smith

Bill Urbaniak and daughter
Juliann
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Adoration of Blessed Sacrament resumes
with beginning of school year on Sept. 4

By Clara Donovan
Worship Committee

On Friday, Sept. 4, St. John
Neumann will resume Adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament.
The Worship Committee de-
cided to resume at the start of
the school year, from 9:30
a.m.to Noon, the first Friday
of the month.

This custom began in the
13th Century, when saints like
Francis of Assisi and Thomas
Aquinas brought about the
feast of Corpus Christi. This
popular feast encouraged fur-
ther development of Eucharis-
tic devotion.

“The Blessed Sacrament is
at times removed from the tab-
ernacle in which it is ordinar-
ily kept, and placed upon the
altar for adoration. Usually the
Host is placed in a mon-
strance, so that the Sacred
Species can be seen by the
faithful adoring their present

but unseen Lord.” (D)

The Church warmly com-
mends this devotion to the
Real Presence of the Lord.
Canon Law prescribes that
one person, preferably two, be
present at all times of adora-
tion.

In accordance with this law,
we ask parishioners to sign up
for a special time. Anyone
may come to the chapel during
this time, but we must abide
by Canon Law.

“Wherever the sacrament
is, there is the Christ who is
our Lord and our God; hence
He is ever to be worshiped in

this mystery.” @)

There will be a sign-up in
the church lobby each month
or call Clara Donovan, 366-
4013, and note your time pref-
erence. Please join us in this

special devotion.

I'The Teaching of Christ; p. 428;
206. 2 C. F. Pope Paul VI Encyclical
Mysterium Fidei, Sept. 3, 1965 (EV.
433-434).

St. John Neumann Church
2230 Rochester Road
Franklin Park, PA 15237
Rectory: 1543 Old Orchard Road
Franklin Park, PA 15237
Phone: 412-366-2020 Fax: 412-366-2866

Pastor: Rev. William R. Bovard
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Bob Coyne
Pastoral Associate: Ann Shuckrow
Director for Religious Education:
Andrew O. James

Director for Religious Education,
Family and Sacramental Minis-
tries: Barbara Stokes

Director for Religious Education:
Grace Ghirardi

Community Outreach Coordinator:
Sarah Schneider

Pastoral Counselor:

Larry Badaczewski,
M.S.W./A.C.S.W.

Music Minister: David Evankovich

Insights is published quarterly by
St. John Neumann. Editors: Paul
and Brenda Furiga
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Parish health ministry readies to reach out

By Janice Wollfe,
RN, MHS

On May 18, a group of car-
ing individuals from our
church community gathered
together to explore the poten-
tial possibilities for a Health
Ministry at St. John Neu-
mann.

Following that enthusiastic
initial meeting we have met
several times since.

At our last meeting, on Aug.
5, Joy Conti, coordinator of
the Mercy Hospital Parish
Nurse and Health Ministries
Program, explained that parish
nursing or health ministries
bridges the gap between care
for the mind, the body and the
spirit and brings holistic care
to the parish community.

The Parish Nurse and
Health Ministries Program at
Mercy was begun in 1991 and
is funded through a grant by

the McCune Foundation and
Mercy Hospital.

Along with the hospital-
based program there are many
volunteer parish nurse/health
ministry programs in the
Pittsburgh area.

Mercy Hospital hosts a
quarterly gathering for these
volunteers for education pro-
grams and a sharing of expe-
riences.

Thanks to the interest of
parishioners and input from
Joy Conti, the basic concept of
a health ministry at SJN has
evolved from a group of
nurses who wanted to help to
a multidisciplinary team of
health professionals.

The mission of this group
is to assist members of the
community in health-related
areas like wellness and disease
prevention and to help indi-
viduals and families during

of acute illness.

This newly formed group is
interested in promoting the
basic elements of all health
ministries, which focuses on
health for the body, the mind,
and the spirit.

The St. John Neumann
Health ministry would work in
conjunction with services al-
ready available within the par-
ish such as the John Neumann
Society.

We are anxious to begin
work on this new program.

If you would like further
information on either joining
the group or making a request
for assistance, please contact
Janice Wolfe (635-0966) or
Ann Shuckrow (366-2020).

Our first project will be an
informational survey to assess
areas of interest and needs
within the parish community.

Holy Spirit, Source of Unity: Catechetical Sunday 1998

By Andrew James
Director for Religious Education

On Sunday, Sept. 20, the Catholic Church in
the United States will observe Catechetical
Sunday. “Holy Spirit, Source of Unity” is the
theme selected by the Department of Education
for the U.S. Catholic Conference. As the mil-
lennium approaches, we are challenged to re-
member and live our baptismal commitment to
be heralds of the Good News to the world
around us. With the aid of the Holy Spirit,
each of us may become alive in Jesus Christ
and witness to his Gospel proclamation.

On Catechetical Sunday, our parish commu-
nity acknowledges the commitment of a large
number of our community who publicly and
actively proclaim God’s Word to our children,

children, youth and adults in the catechetical
ministries of the parish. All who accept the call
to minister through the Confraternity of Chris-
tian Doctrine (CCD), Good Shepherd Cateche-
sis, Sunday Preschool, Liturgy of the Word
For Children, Baptism Preparation for Parents,
Marriage Preparation for Engaged Couples, the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and Chil-
dren (RCIA and RCIC) and the Christian Edu-
cation Committee will receive the blessing of
the gathered community at every Mass on
Catechetical Sunday. At the same time, we are
reminded that the ministry of catechesis is a
shared responsibility. We are called individu-
ally and as a community to the essential work
of the Church, to go forth and preach the good
news.



SJN Insights 9

September, 1998

Elizabeth Ministry begins with LIFE celebration

By Barbara Stokes
Director for Religious Education, Family
and Sacramental Ministries

Big or small, young or old, all families are
invited to join us 6:30-8 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 4
for songs, skits and a speaker who will en-
courage us to celebrate and respect life. Fun
will be part of this exciting picture: face
painting and balloon sculpture and games for
the children and an entertaining speaker for
the adults. This fast-paced hour and a half
will include an old-fashioned ice cream social.
Call your neighbors and come celebrate LIFE.
This event is sponsored by Elizabeth Minis-

try to mark its official beginning at SIN. Just
as our faith celebrates life so too will Eliza-
beth Ministry in our parish community. This
woman-to-woman ministry has been meeting
since last spring and we formally begin work
with this celebration of life! How appropri-
ate, for to be an Elizabeth Minister is to de-
velop an attitude of mind and heart that val-
ues life. It is to take seriously the message of
Jesus which insists that every person is loved
into existence by God, who is lover and sav-
ior. This celebration of life is one way to
share our joy and belief that if every person
began to recognize ways to show reverence
for life, it could change our world.

“Elizabeth Ministry is a grassroots move-
ment that focuses our energies and efforts to
affirm, foster, and safeguard the life of every
human person from the first moment of con-
ception.” Elizabeth Ministry is dedicated to
the premise that by cherishing all life we will
be transformed. We will learn from children
to trust, to be open to share and to love. We
will receive the kingdom of God in and
through the little ones we serve.

So we hope everyone will join us in prayer
for our world to value life. We also hope
many of you will come on October 4th, from
6:30-8 p.m. and make it a wonderful celebra-
tion of LIFE at SJN. Registration forms are
on the lobby table. If you want more infor-
mation about Elizabeth Ministry call Carole
Cunningham at 366-5194 or Barb Stokes at
366-5885.

Respect ALL life — A special blessing of pets set for Oct. 4

Bring your pet and cele-
brate God’s blessings Sun-
day, Oct. 4 at 2 p.m. Pets
play a significant role in de-
veloping skills of caring for
and protecting life. The
Scriptures remind us of the
special relationship between
humanity and “beasts of the
earth” in the Genesis ac-

counts of creation. In the
New Testament, we learn that
God’s protection over us is
like the care a good shepherd
provides for his flock. And
we know that in Jewish law
and tradition in Jesus’ time,
even animals were to be given
a day of rest on the Sabbath as
the people of God were.

The Feast of St. Francis-
the Patron Saint of animals,
gives us a chance to celebrate
God’s wonderful gift of pets.
So bring yours (in a cage or
on a leash) to the front circle
of the church at 2 p.m. on
Sunday, Oct. 4 for this
unique blessing and to receive
a St. Francis medal for pets.
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Families and SJN Women s Guild ready

teens Renew

By Elaine Lafayette
Liturgy Preparation Team

The Liturgy Preparation team
invites parishioners to bring to
church a 4-inch square of mate-
rial beginning the evening of the
Mission’s Eucharistic celebra-
tion and continuing through the
Renew season. We ask each
family or individual to select a
piece of fabric that represents or
expresses who they are (a bur-
lap or textured material, or per-
haps a silky delicate piece). As
the squares are sewn together,
they symbolize our coming to-
gether as a community — that
we can do nothing alone. As
family, as friends, as a commu-
nity of believers, we must hold
hands and join together, doing
our part to help each other do
the best we can.

By Sharon Wirtz
Renew Core Community
This fall, Renew 2000 faith
sharing groups are available to
teens (or teen participation).
Those interested will meet in
groups of 8-12 on Sunday eve-
nings for guided discussion af-
ter scripture reflection. Teens
who commit to Renew fulfill
their CCD requirement.

Teenagers tend to share daily
experiences with friends. In Re-
new, they will look at these ex-
periences from the point of view
of their faith. The Renew struc-
ture is less formal than the usual
classroom and allows a lot of
free-flowing discussion. We
should hear a lot of great ideas.
We hope what follows is a
deeper commitment to our faith.
Sessions begin Oct. 5.

to begin 1998-

By Mildred Benitz
SJN Women’s Guild

The women of the Guild in-
vite all women of the parish to
Jjoin us for the first meeting of
the 1998-1999 season, 7:30
p-m. Monday, Sept. 21. in the
Education Building. Dues will
be collected.

Tickets for the annual
“Wine & Cheese” Craft
Show Preview will be available
to members at this meeting.
The Preview will be Friday
evening, Nov. 6 with the Craft
Show, Saturday, Nov. 7. The
crafters have been meeting on
Wednesday mornings follow-
ing Mass to create items for
the Guild table at the show.
Please come and join us if you
like to sew, glue, stamp, or just
socialize. Many hands make
work light!

The profits from the Craft
Show and the Fashion Show
are donated to charities, as
well as SJN organizations.

1999 season

This past season we were able
to allocate $8,200 to Afford-
able Housing, Perry Hilltop
and Incarnation food banks,
Miryam’s House, the Jubilee
Kitchen, the Christ Child So-
ciety, the Verland and Vincen-
tian programs, as well as SIN
Groups: Hands In Service,
Appalachia, the CCD program,
Preschool, and the Youth
Group.

The Vincentian Home pro-
grams are held on the second
Wednesday of the month at 1
p.m. and people are always
needed to push wheelchairs,
assist with bingo and serve re-
freshments. Let us know if
you wish to help.

We look forward to seeing
you in September for the start
of a wonderful year of service,
socializing, and friendship.

Call Mildred Benitz, 366-
5907, if you need information
or have questions.

Over 50 club schedules its fall meetings

The SIN Over 50 Club be-
gins Sept. 17. A representative
from Rose Valley Retirement
Village will speak about its
new facility on Rochester
Road.

The Halloween Party will
be Oct. 22; the November
gathering is the 19th. Our
Christmas celebration will be
Dec. 17th. All events will be
announced in the weekly bul-
letin. Flyers for special events
and our regular monthly

newsletter will be on the table
in the church lobby.

All members of the parish
are invited to attend.

To join, just come to the
meetings and sign up.

Officers for the coming
year are: Clara Donovan,
president; Bob Lupi, vice-
president; Peg Harkins, secre-
tary; and Grace Grenzig,
treasurer. For information call
Clara, 366-4013 or Grace,
364-3991.
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Around the world in one youth week

By Grace Ghirardi
Director for Religious Edu-
cation and Youth Minister

Twenty-three sixth, seventh
and eighth graders began St.
John Neumann Youth Week
Aug. 11 with a trip to Lyn-
brook Park. Our young adults,
Allesandra Maletta and Chris-
tian Ghirardi, helped our jun-
ior high people learn more

about themselves and their
God with many activities dur-
ing the day. Fr. Bob joined us
for lunch. The pizza was from
Pizza Outlet and I think it was
a first time for delivery to
Lynbrook Park.

On Wednesday, we sorted
clothes, packed boxes, and
toured the “World Vision”
warehouse in Sewickley. The

items packaged are sent to
third world countries and SJIN
has been participating in this
endeavor through “Hands In
Service” for several years.
After many hours of hard
work, the junior highers and
guests, Andy James and Barb
Stokes;  adult  chaperones
Mimi Stullken, Toni Am-
brosino and additional driver,
Michele Conley, were re-
warded with ice cream at
King’s. Tom Matera, a junior
at Vincentian High School
was our new young adult
helper.

Thursday, we returned to
Lynbrook Park in the morning
and then to Giant Eagle to buy
lunch. The youth were divided
into small groups and given a
set amount of money to make
their purchase. This required
team planning and hopefully
gave them a chance to experi-
ence buying food on a small
budget. After lunch, Sarah
Schneider and young people
from SJN Appalachia and
Habitat Workcamps shared
their experiences in a witness
talk and slide show. We’d like
to thank Sarah, Stephanie Ju-
ran, Jen Wickert, Tony Gacek,
Bret Poppleton and Matt
Hreha.

Friday was our big day at
Sandcastle and the conclusion
to youth week. Several youth
who could not be a part of this
week joined us on the water
slides. And who said church is
not fun!
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Good Shepherd takes flock to new level

By Barbara Stokes
Director for Religious Edu-
cation, Family and Sacra-
mental Ministries

Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd  approaches the
spiritual development of chil-
dren and their religious educa-
tion through the principles of
Dr. Maria Montessori. Her
unique way of looking at chil-
dren and observing their de-
velopmental needs leads us to
the atrium. The atrium be-
comes the place of prayer,
work and meditation for the
child. This atrium environ-
ment helps to nurture and
deepen the child’s natural re-
lationship with God. We’ve
made some marvelous discov-
eries in two years at St. John
Neumann as we initiated the

atrium experience in our sac-
risty space. This catechesis is
an alternative method of relig-
ious instruction. Last year we
had six sessions for 3- to 6-
year-old children in our
atrium.  The response has
been wonderful- we’ve seen
children who want to be here
and keep working after class
time, we’ve seen children ex-
cited about God’s presence
and God’s work and we’ve
even had one little one ask if
he could just stay here and
sleep! WOW!! This led us to
work hard this summer and

to extend the program to the
6- to 9-year-old group. So
this fall we’ll begin Level II of
the catechesis of the Good
Shepherd! Like Level I it is
based totally in Scripture and
liturgy. Now we’ll move into
the concept of time and how
God’s gifts have been given
and used in time and sacra-
ment. Jesus, God’s greatest
gift and our Good Shepherd,
expands our world and helps
us enter God’s time of incar-
nation and redemption. With
thanks to Joyce Kelleher and
Fr. Bovard, and praise to God,
we grow once more deeper
and deeper into God’s story.
We grow with joy! We know
this for the children are shar-
ing theirs and we are richer for
it!

A teen teaches CCD — and learns from his students

As Catechetical Sunday 1997 loomed, there
were vacancies in our faculty. Tony Gacek, a
rising high school senior, was asked to teach
a 4th grade. Here is his reflection of the year.

When Andrew James asked me to teach
CCD to 4th graders. I, an 11- (going on 12-)
year veteran of CCD, thought, “Yeah, I can
handle this.” I thought I could help the kids
understand Catholicism and learn about God.
As it turned out, they learned more about God
and I learned more about community. The
youngsters were more than willing to ask
questions about God, church, beanie babies,
and the popularity of the Spice Girls. The 11
of us bonded, not as teacher and students, but
as a community. Our classes were based on
real-life issues. We used the students’ current
situations to learn more about religion. In turn,
we all learned more about each other. The stu-
dents learned that God loves everyone. I
learned that children love to play hangman. We

learned together, laughed together and we ate
snacks together. I am so glad I chose to teach
CCD. It told me a lot about myself. I remem-
bered what it was like to be in 4th grade. I re-
member the tough times [ went through. Being
picked last for kick ball was the end of the
world. But in our class, things were different.
The kid who was probably picked last sat next
to the star player. They had no ill-feeling to-
wards each other. They were members of the
same community, both wanting to learn more
about God. One student asked me the same
question every week, “Tony, if you’re so
smart — then what is the meaning of life?” I
would pause for an answer, but the same re-
sponse came every time. “The meaning of life
is what you make it to be. More than likely,
God is a big part of it.” I hope in the future
that student finds his own meaning of life. And
I also hope God is a big part of it.
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Parish Share is a St. John Neumann success story

By Bradley J. Franc
Temporalities Committee

As summer winds down, and our children
return to school (yea!), the Temporalities Com-
mittee would like to provide you with an update
of the Parish Share Program. For the third year
in arow, we exceeded the prior year’s pledged
amount! In 1996 and 1997, $158,275 and
$179,470 was pledged, respectively. This year,
$186,928 was pledged. On behalf of the Tem-
poralities Committee and St. John Neumann,
we thank you for your generosity and commit-
ment.

As of July 31, we are also pleased to report
that our parish has received over 58% of the
total amount pledged. In the past, we have re-
ceived over 95% of the pledges by the end of
the parish share year. If the parish is to remain
financially healthy, we will need the same type
of response this year.

Parish Share is a program in which funds
pledged by parishioners help satisfy the annual
diocesan assessment. The general assessment
equals 17% of the total of the general weekly
offertory collected by our parish. In addition,
our parish is responsible for a second assess-
ment from the Diocese of 10% of the general

offertory for school subsidies.

Although there is a 27% tax on all general
offertory collections, any amounts pledged to
Parish Share are exempt from the 27% assess-
ment. As we pledge more of our weekly contri-
butions to Parish Share, our diocesan assess-
ment is reduced. If the $186,928 pledged to
this year’s Parish Share had been made as a
general offertory, St. John Neumann would
have had to make an additional $50,470 pay-
ment to the Diocese in 1999. Instead, that sav-
ings can be used to help support the important
programs of our parish.

Besides meeting the financial obligations of
the Diocese and supporting the programs of
our parish, our parish must maintain its own
facilities, which require routine maintenance
and repair. It’s only through continued finan-
cial support of parishioners that our facilities
can be maintained.

We also want to bring to your attention that
it is not too late to make a parish share pledge
for 1998. Any new parishioner to the parish or
anyone who just “never got to it” can still
make a pledge for 1998. If you should need
any information regarding 1998 Parish Share,
please do not hesitate to call the parish rectory.

You, too, can be Moses for an hour on Sunday mornings

By Linda Fetzer

So you come to Mass. You
think to yourself, “You know,
I’d really like to get more in-
volved in this parish.” You
pick up the Sunday bulletin
and say, “WHOA! 1 can't
make that time commitment”
or “I’m not free that time of
day” or whatever. Well, do we
have the volunteer opportunity
for you! First, it’s during
Mass — so you’re up at
church already. Second, if you
have little kids, they’ll be so
proud of you, they’ll burst!
And third, it has the weirdest
acronym in church history,

LOWC. Yes, I'm talking
about Liturgy of the Word for
Children!

The time commitment is
minimal — one or two hours a
month. And, you are given the
awesome delight of “breaking
open” the Word of God for
our youngest parish members.
(Remember those sermons in
church when you were a kid!)
Plus, you won’t be alone —
you’ll be part of a team, under
the expert guidance and un-
limited imagination of Barbara
Stokes.

I remember when our fam-
ily was involved. Sharing the

Sunday readings in simple,
down-to-earth language made
Scripture so much more alive
to me. Since my husband
Mark has a beard and a mus-
tache, he cheerfully
“volunteered” to be cast as
every male Old Testament
character we needed. Did you
know there are kids at our
church today who still think
Moses is a parishioner at
SIN? Still not sure? Say a
prayer or two about it. Call
Barbara for more information
at 366-5885. I promise, you’ll
be glad you did.
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Eighth grade follows the SON at SJN

By Barbara Stokes
Director for Religious Education, Family
and Sacramental Ministries
Nothing seems more important than the sun
in summer. We plan activities around it and
mark the days by its intensity. So too at SIN.
Our incoming eighth graders (over 70% of

pizza, popsicles and a picnic at Lynbrook. A
crew led by Charles Scheerbaum and Cari
Hennessey produced an opening act each
week as we searched for Treasure. The Spirit
of God within us soared as we heard them
singing on the bus: “Love is patient, love is
kind.” We rejoice in the blessings we are and

them) let the SON guide
their days in July and the
Spirit was shining with
them! We moved through
picnics, parks and pro-
jects with lots of help and
encouragement.

We tackled awesome
tasks and endured fantas-
tic heat at Miryam’s
House and its garden. We
served the ladies, cleaned
the outside area and culti-
vated a patch in the Hill

District until finally, we
picked beans, lettuce and
tomatoes. Harry’s Bar-

bershop offered refreshment. Sister Rosaire
at Mary’s House in Brookline never saw such
Spirit as we mopped, dusted, moved furniture
and vacuumed for the elderly women resi-
dents. We learned card games from the ladies
and were entertained by their cat!

Some visited the zoo or the aviary with
women and children served at Light of Life
Mission on the North Side. From a picnic in
the rain to a mission lunch, we experienced
new sights, sounds and situations.

Lizards and frogs appeared from beads and
cord at Holy Family Institute. The Spirit
soared as we made new friends and delighted
in their sharing of cottage, lunch and stories.
We’ll never forget one little guy taking his liz-
ards for a gentle ride on his skateboard!

And we spent some great time with our
friends at Jubilee Soup Kitchen. Four times
they came to visit this summer. We shared
story, song, skits, crafts, games, and summer

Volunteers, including Peggy Garbooshian (center) serve up lunch for Jubilee Soup
Kitchen visitors during one of the group’s four visits to St. John Neumann..

the joy we felt as we spread God’s love.

Like many summer activities, it all took
planning and help.

So we thank Mimi Stullken, Peggy Gar-
booshian, Bethany Fetzer, Barbara and Mark
Matera, Charles Scheerbaum and crew, Iris
Parks, George Kriever and Pat Westerman.
Bethany Rogers and friends put together treat
bags for our picnic and Heather Storm do-
nated a toy for each. People too numerous to
name provided treats or transportation.
God’s family grows as we spread our Spirit
and follow the Son! Just as we discovered
there were so many treasures around us, the
Jubilee kids sent us a thank you note: "We
want to say thank you for inviting us to your
beautiful church. The volunteers did a great
job—we had so much fun. You are all treas-
ures! Love, The Jubilee Summer Camp.”
What a summer! What a SPIRIT! Thank
You, SON!
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To seekers, we offer RCIA and RCIC

By Barbara Stokes
Director for Religious
Education, Family and

Sacramental Ministries

Hide and Seek is a univer-
sal game. Consider “Seek and
Share” not as a game but as a
universal way of looking at
our Catholic faith through the
Rite of Christian Initiation for
Adults or Rite of Christian
Initiation for Children.
Catholic churches around the
world welcome “seekers” into
our family with these rites.

Perhaps you know some-
one seeking the Lord, who
has expressed a desire to look
deeper at our Catholic way of
following Christ.

Extend an invitation from
St. John Neumann to get to
know us. Sometimes people
wait to be invited. Sometimes
they need to know what hap-
pens next, so share what you
know of our rites and rituals.

For seekers, we move from
a beginning inquiry time this
fall to the Rite of Acceptance
and Welcome in Advent.

Then we move into the cate-
chumenate or period of for-
mation to learn about Scrip-
ture, tradition, history and
sacraments in our Roman
Catholic understanding of Je-
sus and his message. Partici-
pants (candidates and cate-
chumens) travel to the cathe-
dral, where the whole church
of Pittsburgh celebrates the
Rite of Election on the first
Sunday of Lent with the
bishop. This covenant rite
marks the decision to con-
tinue toward Easter and full
initiation in the church. So
we enter the period of Purifi-
cation and Enlightenment
during Lent. These six weeks
are the time of preparation
and prayer for the Easter sac-
raments of Baptism, Confir-
mation and Eucharist. Bap-
tism names us in covenant
and ritual in family and is
only celebrated if one has not
been validly baptized in a
Christian tradition.  Confir-
mation signs and seals us
with the Spirit and Eucharist

journey to the kingdom.
Through these sacraments we
are fully initiated into the
church and welcomed by the
entire community. After
Easter, the new members
continue to meet for six
weeks during the period of
mission or mystagogy.

Seekers are invited to come
weekly and share openly and
freely with a team of commit-
ted adults, parishioners who
share their faith stories and
encourage others in following
Christ through the Catholic
tradition to seek the kingdom
and greater understanding.

We are all seekers and
sharers in God’s world. Hear
the Lord seeking you and
seek others. Observe the Lord
sharing with you and share
with others. Extend an invita-
tion to a friend or family
member. The Lord will do the
rest. Any questions? Call Fr.
Bob Coyne at 366-2020 or
Barb Stokes at 366-5885, and
we’ll be happy to extend the
invitation again and again.

Were not our hearts burning? A Catholic education conference

By Andy James
Director for Religious Education

The Secretariat for Education of the Diocese
of Pittsburgh hosts its third Total Catholic
Education Conference at the David Lawrence
Convention Center, Downtown, Friday and
Saturday, Nov. 6-7.

The conference features nationally recog-
nized Catholic educators addressing the theme,
“On the road to the third millennium,.” Hear
Rev. Alfred McBride, Mary Beth Bonacci, Rev.
Michael Scanlon, Sr. Clare Fitzgerald, Rev.
Mark Gruber and others talk about catechesis

catechesis in the Catholic Church for the 21st
century. All involved in the ministry of relig-
ious education — catechists, parochial school
teachers, pastors, catechetical administrators,
parochial school principals, clergy, religious,
parents — are invited. Registration for partici-
pants is $30 for one day or $40 for two. SIN
parish catechetical volunteers will receive a
subsidy from the parish. Please read the Pitts-
burgh Catholic for more information. You may
also call the diocesan Secretariat for Education
at 456-3100 or the SIN religious education of-
fice at 366-5885.
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