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SIN In Romefor World Youth Day

VATICAN CITY - Teens and
adults from St. John Neumann
were among more two million
from 157 countries who filled the
home city of the Holy See for the
15th World Y outh Day and the Ju-
bilee of Y oung People.

After a year of fund-raising and
service in the parish, the group left
August 14 for aweek in Rome.

The opening celebration for
young pilgrims from across the
globe began in St. Peter's Square
and the Viadella Conciliazione.

Those who filled both St. Peter's
Square and the Via della Concilia-
zione formed the largest group ever
of young peoplein the square.

Cardina James F. Stafford,
president of the Pontifical Council
for the Laity asked for the Pope's
prayers "that your dear young peo-
ple will emerge from this Jubilee
pilgrimage with their baptismal in-
nocence renewed."

John Paul 11 extended greetings
in Italian: "Your faces bring to
mind . . . al the young people that
it has been my privilege to meet on
my apostolic journeys throughout
theworld . . .To each of you | say:
Peace be with you!"

The Pope then repeated his
greetings and his wish for peace,
continent by continent, naming the
157 countries represented in Rome.

The Pope asked the young peo-
ple that they convert their pilgri-
mage to Rome into an experience
of prayer, "as though they were a
great week of spiritual exercises;
look for times of silence, prayer
and recollection. Ask the Holy
Spirit to enlighten your minds, ask
Him for the gift of a living faith
which will forever give meaning to
your lives, joining them to Christ,

Youth fill St. Peter’s Square as World Youth Day began on Aug. 15.
Vatican Information Service

the Word made flesh.”

Upon the return of the SIN pil-
grims from Rome on Monday, Aug.
21, Andy James said, “There aren’t
enough words to explain the range
of emotions evoked by this experi-
ence. The gathering of more than
two million young people and adults
to celebrate and worship with the
Holy Father was inspiring.”

SIN Youth Day pilgrims in-
cluded: Michelle Beozzo, Kirsten

Boring, Jack Carroll, Cari Hen-
nessy, Lisa Hughes, Thomas
Hughes, Andrew James, Jim Jud-
kis, Maura Judkis, Erick Mohr-
bacher, Christy Neville, Lauren
Nolfi, Kevin Reese, Charles
Scheerbaum, Jessica Scott, Siephen
Shepard, April Spos, Lindsey S-
pos, Barbara Stokes and Andrea
Young.

Look for more on their spiritual
journey in the December Insights.
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But | was never invited. .
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Theroleof the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults

Our faith and being a member of
the Catholic Church should be a
most important aspect of our life. It
is a good thing, and human nature
is such that when we find a good
thing, we want to share it with our
family and friends. Unfortunately,
for many people that desire seems
to disappear when it comes to shar-
ing our faith. Everyone should be
willing to be an evangelist and help
spread the good news.

There are many people out there
who have never heard the Gospel
message, or talked to anyone who
really believed it. Many are lost in
the ways of the world and do not
know how to find their way home.
Many want to be a part of our fam-
ily of faith and are waiting to be
asked.

One way that we can be an evan-
gelist isto invite someone to partic-
ipate in the Rite of Christian Initia-
tion for Adults (RCIA), which is
the method by which adults become
members of our Church.

However, it's more than just for

Y outh activitiesthisfall

September and October are
filled with lots of great activities
for our young people.

The first Youth Mass is on
Sunday, Sept. 17 at 5:30 p.m. We
need more teen singers and musi-
cians to help a these monthly
Masses, so if you are interested
please call our office (366-5638).

The Crop Walk will take place
on Sunday, Oct. 15 at North Park.
This is an extremely worthwhile
event and we encourage our young
people to participate.

The World Y outh Day cruise on
the Gateway Clipper fleet is
planned for Sunday, Oct. 29.

More information on these
events and others will be in the
bulletin and in the Youth Yellow
Pages for September. Stay active —
stay involved — keep the faith!!!

1{iBring

people who want to become Ca-
tholics. It is also for Catholics who
want to learn more about our faith;
and for adult Catholics to prepare
for reception of the sacrament of
Confirmation.

In many ways, being a part of the
RCIA is like making a journey of
faith.

Is there someone out there that
you know who should be invited to
make this journey? Maybe a
spouse, or an in-law? Perhaps a
family member, a neighbor or fel-
low worker? Isn't there someone
with whom you want to share this
precious gift of faith?

‘&ﬁi@

nd to Church

The RCIA also offers each of us
an opportunity to participate as a
sponsor. This alows us to not only
invite someone to make the journey,
but to accompany them on the way.

Wouldn't it be a shame if
someone you knew was asked at
the Final Judgment, “Why didn’t
you learn more about me and be-
come amember of my Church?’

Should that person reply: “I
WAS NEVER INVITED!” Make
the invitation. Let the Holy Spirit
take it from there!

For more information, please call
Father Bob at 366-2020 or Barbara
Stokes at 366-5885.

Confirmation — gifted in the Spirit
by Barbara Stokes

At 7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 17, Bishop Winter will pray, “Send your Holy

Spirit upon them to be their helper and guide. Give them the Spirit of wis-

dom and understanding, the Spirit of right judgment and courage, the Spirit

of knowledge and reverence. Fill them with the Spirit of wonder and awe in
Y our presence — We ask this through Jesus Christ the Lord.”

During this prayer, Bishop Winter will

extend his hands over our Confirmation
candidates. This gesture is a powerful sign
used throughout the ages by the Church asa
visible and concrete calling of the Spirit.

Ten times this summer, these same Con-
firmation candidates traveled to Holy Family
Institute and Light of Life Mission to share
these gifts of the Spirit.

Being gifted at baptism and growing in
those specia gifts through their faith com-
munity enabled them to serve others in the
name of Jesus.

Keep them in your prayers as they contin-
ue thelr great faith journey and take this step

qm E with Confirmation on Nov. 17.
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Elizabeth Ministry: What |t does, how you can help

By Kamy Deken

The Elizabeth Ministry has ac-
complished much since it began at
St. John Neumann in the spring of
1998. The goal of the ministry isto
celebrate with families and offer
support during pregnancy, birth or
adoption.

The Elizabeth Ministry also of-
fers support and comfort to fa
milies experiencing infertility, times
of complication or crisis, miscar-
riage and infant or child death.
Much of the work of this group is
done on a one-on-one basis, as the
Elizabeth ministers learn of a need.
Representatives of the group have
attended the monthly Blessing of
Expectant Parents to talk with the
families and offer support and en-
couragement. Each of the families
is then held in prayer by the Eliza-
beth Ministry and follow-up calls
are made to offer additiona sup-
port.

Other events sponsored by the
Elizabeth Ministry have included a
Celebration of Life evening involv-

A New Beginning

ing a speaker to encourage us to
celebrate and respect life, as well as
songs, skits and an ice cream so-
cial.

The group has aso held an
Adoption Information program
each year for the past two years.
This program provided information
on the adoption process, and a
number of families share their per-
sonal experiences with adoption.

S. John Neumann preparesto grow again
by Don Huber, Parish Council President

This jubilee year of the new

millennium, is a time of new
beginnings at St. John Neu-
mann — we're planning an ad-
dition to the Education Build-

ing. =
We plan to expand the build- §&
ing to accommodate growing

needs. The popularity of the [F58
Good Shepherd and CCD pro- | #s

grams, youth activities, socia |
and education programs for

adults, and the needs of the
staff require more space.

Many parishioners have put countless hours into this project. Barbara
Matera initiated the process, and has passed on her work to Brad Franc, Rob

Gaertner, and Russ Martz.

These people, with the help of many others, need our prayers and support.

SJIN during our first growth spurt, 1982.

Please consider volunteering for one of the committees being formed.

It's not necessary to wait to be asked, just call the rectory (366-2020) and
find out what opportunities might interest you. No time commitment is too
small. Your support will make this project a success. This is your parish.

Y ou can make it better!

Domestic and foreign adoption
agencies provided information and
an attorney who speciaizes in
adoption also spoke to the group.

A Prayer of Consolation and
Hope has aso been held severd
times each year for those who have
experienced miscarriage, infant loss
or infertility. This service is held
after one of the weekend Masses
and anyone who has experienced
the loss of a child through death,
miscarriage or infertility is invited
to attend. The next Prayer of Con-
solation will be held on Saturday,
Oct. 21 following the 5:30 p.m.
Mass.

As we continue this work, we
need to update our files regarding
Elizabeth Ministers. If you have
been involved with this group,
please let us know of your con-
tinued interest and ability to partici-
pate. If you would like more infor-
mation about this ministry, or if
you know of a need, please contact
Carole Cunningham at 366-5194 or
Kamy Deken at 367-0884.

Joint meeting of SIN
men’s, women'’s groups
to hear state Sen. Hart

The SIN Men’'s Breakfast and
Women, Wisdom & Wine are once
agan combining
forces to begin the
2000-2001 season
of adult spiritual
growth and reflec-
tion on Saturday,
Sept. 16 with a
special guest.

Pennsylvania state Sen. Melissa
Hart, Republican candidate for U.S.
Congress (not our district), will
share how her Catholic Christian
lifestyle influences her activities in
the political arenaand vice-versa

We begin with breakfast at 8 fol-
lowed by prayer and our speaker.
The program concludes at 10.

Mark your calendar for this first
gathering of the season. It is sure
to be informative and thought-pro-
voking.
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Workcampers build new futuresin Appalachia

By Sarah Schneider

Seventy-two teens, college stu-
dents, and adults spent time help-
ing the poor of Preston County,
WYV from June 24 — July 1.

The projects included two bed-
room additions to single wide trail-
ers — one at each end of the county
plus 16 other sites. One old house
was completely covered with vinyl
siding and another begun last year
was finished. Two homeowners re-
ceived new flooring; others got
needed roofing (both shingles and
rubber roofing where necessary).
The projects were myriad and
spread across alarge area.

One €ederly woman’'s kitchen
was wallpapered and another
couldn’'t believe we'd get her new
kitchen chairs in addition to a new
kitchen floor. She called herself,
“Queen for aday!” Although she
wasn't on our list this year, two
young adults visited Helen Louise
during the week to find her with a
leaking roof. She told them, “I
prayed you would remember me
and come to help.” They fixed it
the next day.

These projects, which kept three
cargo vans on the road every day
supplying materials, were not just
on main roads but sometimes down
dirt roads for more than amile.

Although I've
been going to
Preston County
for nine years, |
saw places |
never knew ex- |
isted. This year
we aso bought
beds and bed- |
ding for two teen |
girlswho had no (& =
bedroom of their
own before we
got there.
Another woman
hoped to keep
the port-a-john |
rented for the
week a bit long-
er. She has no
indoor  plumb-
ing.

Sue, a sweet
lady in Tunnel-
ton, wrote, “We
can never begin
to repay you for [
your  kindness
expressed to us f#
from each and
everyone  that
came into our ho
the necessary materias, labor, time, lives...physicaly, spiritualy, and
conversation and everything else. mentally. Because of your giving,
We truly thank you al for what our family will live much better.

.............

C AU SUMNJUITTU yUU AV T CUIUI'IC U JIUVC UU

Appalachia Workcampers 2000 Preston County, W.Va.
Julia Bell Chris Fitzgerald Laura Juran Lauren Nolfi
Father Bovard Jen Fitzgerald Stephanie Juran Mike O’ Donnell
Dick Brandes Dorian Fox Mary Anne Kuhn Dan Palchak
Jessica Brandes Jenna Fox Jenny Kuhn Jared Rector
Matt Bundick Lou Gacek John Kuhn Adam Reese
Paulette Bundick Tony Gacek Paula Kuhn Charlie Reese
Julie Buzzard Kathy Green Frank Limbacher Kevin Reese
Kenneth Buzzard Cindy Hall Mike Limbacher Diana Scheerbaum
Brendan Conley Jen Hall Ben Macken Charles Schneider
Jason Cox Randy Hall Kim Madia Sarah Schneider
Eric Dahar Cathy Hewitt Stephanie Madia Dan Solter
Gena Dahar Chris Hewitt Jennie Makuch Pete Stone
Lorraine Dahar Tom Hewitt 111 Mike Mantia Jonathan Thompson
LisaDeluliis Tom Hewitt Jr. Leigh McClure Joe Urso
Jackie Eriksen Paul Hlasnik Sean Miller Sarah Walls
Beth Farrell Matt Hreha Amber Nehnevajsa Ashley Wickert
Julia Federico Liz Jenkins Jaime Nehnevajsa Jennifer Wickert
Marco Federico Dennis Juran Dave Nehnevajsa Kyle Woodward
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Workcampers at work:

(L eft)

Please know that you are always
welcome at our home at any time.
We appreciate al the good work
you do for us and the other families
in our county.” Sue now has an
insulated and carpeted living room
floor that doesn’'t sag and a roof
over her front porch.

Says Dave Nehnevajsa, an adult
first-year Appalachia Workcamper,
“My week in West Virginia was
filled with many different emotions
and life-long memories. | am sad-
dened by the unbelievably poor liv-
ing conditions of many families,
but proud that so many people of
the SIN community continue to
give a week of their summer vaca-
tion, year after year, to help the less
fortunate. | missed my wife and
son but was excited and proud of
my daughters — Jaime (1st Year)
and Amber (2nd Year), who put
their own summer on hold to work
long, hard, exhausting days in the
rain, heat and humidity to make a
difference. The continued spiritual
and financial support of the SIN
community isincredible.”

(Facing page) Veteran Chris Hewitt (left) supervises 1St
year workcampers Kevin Reese and Kyle Woodward as the
crew adds a bedroom to atrailer in Bruceton Mills, W.Va.

In Kingwood, W.Va., an elderly man named Ercil

gets a new roof. Veteran Julia Federico found the project a
“hot” site but kept smiling despite roof temperatures.

(Above) Jenna Fox, Mike O’Donnell, and Liz Jenkins, all
1st year workcampers, install siding on an elderly woman’s

homein Albright, W. Va.

Veteran Paulette Bundick adds,
“Having gone to West Virginiafor
my 8th time, | have met many peo-
ple and done many jobs. | still hold
Marietta (Grandma) in my heart as
my most memorable, and putting a
roof on her small house — my fa-
vorite experience. Marietta has the
gift of universal love. She loves
everyone — and isn't afraid to let
you know! Her hugs are cherished
by everyone who is lucky enough
to be a recipient. Her appreciation
of our efforts on her behalf is obvi-
ous. (She saves up al year so she
can cook for her SIN “sons,
daughters and grandchildren.”)
Not only does she see that we "fix"
things for her, but she knows how
important the young people from
St. John Neumann are to her
grandchildren. They look forward
to seeing us as much as she does;

they make specia trips to visit
"Grandma' when they know we are
there. They can't wait to play soft-
ball or shoot hoops, help us with
our jobs, or just sit around and talk.
And Marietta knows how important
this is for her grandchildren, who
are often not accepted in their
schools and neighborhoods be-
cause they are biracial. But they
know they are loved, by Grandma
and by us. And Grandma knows
this, too. Marietta and her family
have a special place in our hearts.
And even if we ever run out of work
to do for this sweet little lady (about
4' 2"), we will continue to visit with
her on our trips south!!”

(Paulette worked this year with
her son Matt, also a long-time
workcamper. Daughter Rachel was
unable to go for the first time since
1995.)
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Habitat hammers homeits purposein Erie

By Joelle Petrus
1st Y ear Workcamper, NA Senior

It seems that all Habitat work
campers carry the motto in their
hearts: “It's not a hand out, it's a
hand up.” This summer St. John
Neumann Church sent a group of
seventeen to Erie, PA for the first
time. Armed with hammers, tape
measures and work gloves, they
were part of the ninth Habitat for
Humanity workcamp SIN has
sponsored. Community Outreach
Coordinator, Sarah Schneider, or-
ganized the week.

“l wanted to ensure that more
young people and adults would
have a chance to have a work camp
experience,” said Schneider re-
garding the reason for its creation
locally within the parish. “Habitat
was already a well run organization
with a good track record of helping
people attain home ownership for
the first time. (And) all this could
be accomplished without going
very far from home.”

“I like doing construction that
you see,” said Grace Ghirardi, an
adult veteran of three Habitats.

“Y ou start with sometimes nothing,
and by the time you're done you
can see the fruit of your labor.”
Through the week of July 23-28,
Habitat 2000 continued the work
on two split level houses with the
aid of native Erie volunteers and fu-
ture homeowners. While the not so
skilled mainly hammered nails, and
shoveled dirt, seeing the work pro-
gress proved to be a rewarding ex-
perience for many work campers.
“They think they’'re forced to
go,” said John Kuhn, a teen work
camper, about his peers first at-
titudes toward the experience. “But

(Left)-HOME OF THE BROWN FAMILY — Habitat 2nd
Year Workcampers Kirsten Boring and Lisa Hughes add
wallsto the upper level of a split entry home.

(Above) FUTURE HOMEOWNER workswith a SIN crew.
L-R (front) Mike O’Hallaron, Mark Kelley, Pasquale G.
(who will live here with his wife and daughter), Lisa
Hughesand JodieHaas. L- R (rear) Tim & Mike Giegel.

once they go, they redize that
they’re there for a purpose.”

“1 had fun last year,” said Jodie
Haas, a returning work camper.
“(But) | like this year more be-
cause we had more freedom, there
were more activities,” Obviously
the Habitat “hand up” can be an
enjoyable time aswell.

Before this year, the SIN Habitat
Workcamp spent four summers in
Greene County and four in Indiana
County, PA. This was the first ur-
ban experience. St. Patrick’s
Church, East Fourth Street, hosted
the group.

Habitat Workcampers 2000
Erie, Pa.

Kirsten Boring Steve Hughes Mark Fetzer
Mark Kelley Grace Ghirardi John Kuhn
Jodie Haas Mike O’ Hallaron Krissy Haas
LisaHughes Mike Giegel Chad Sarnowski
Tim Giegel Sarah Schneider Joelle Petrus
Steve Zitelli Mariann Zebrowski
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Over 50s Club plansautumn events

by Bob Lupi

After amost successful summer, the Over 50's group is looking forward
to another banner year. We celebrated a surprising Pirate WIN in July.
Maybe we brought them luck, they sure do need it! The trip to the stadium
was especially pleasant because of the bus transportation. Many thanks to
our most generous donor.

The year started out with the picnic at North Park on Aug. 17. The
food was great, the bingo games were exciting — everyone enjoyed the
day.
Our Sept. 21 meeting will present Fr. Peter Horton, director of campus

ministry at LaRoche College, who will speak
to us about "Movies and the Media'. This
should be a most interesting topic for all.

Of course the Oct. 19 meeting will get usin
the mood for Halloween and cider & donuts.
We hope to see more costumes this year, but it
redly is not required. No one will be turned
away, so come dressed as you please.

Jim Heiles will discuss prescription and over
the counter drugs for the senior citizen at our
meeting on Nov. 16. Jm has been in the

pharmacy business for more years than he cares to admit. This should be
most informative for al of us.

We will close out the year 2000 with dinner at our Christmas party on
Dec. 21. Marla Dean will entertain with songs from her keyboard. She is
very popular in this area and has performed at many of the assisted living
homes in the North Hills. Of course we can expect avisit from Santa.

We have planned more interesting programs for the rest of our meeting
year. We encourage all to join us and become members--don't let the age
[imit hold you back. We won't ask for your birth certificate!

St. John Neumann Church
2230 Rochester Road
Franklin Park, PA 15237
Rectory: 1543 Old Orchard Road

Franklin Park, PA 15237

Phone: 412-366-2020
Fax: 412-366-2866
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Andrew O. James

Director for Religious Education, Family
and Sacramental Ministries:
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Pastoral Counselor:

Larry Badaczewski, M.SW./A.C.SW.
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David Evankovich
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Barbara Stokes John Neumann Church.
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Grace Ghirardi Editors. Paul and Brenda Furiga
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Put your handstogether,
for the Ministry of Prayer

by Mary Ellen Quinn

For seven years, the SIN Minis-
try of Prayer has been a part of our
community.

Now 63 members strong, our
voices are raised daily in support of
those who need healing and com-
fort. We pray for more than 100 in
many parts of the world.

The Ministry began as a
“praying arm” of the St. John
Neumann Society, whose members
perform corporal works of mercy.

One of the groups we hoped to
involvein being ‘pray-ers were the
homebound, helping to give them a
feeling of contributing to the com-

munity. We have not been very
successful thus far and we encour-
age anyone to consider joining us
inour daily intercessions.

You pray at home. Names are
provided to include with your daily
prayer. We also try to gather for a
prayer service three times a year to
strengthen ourselves. And we try
to raise our voices — al 63 of them
— at noon each day in a short prayer
for those we are remembering.
That's al there is to it — easly in-
corporated into one's daily prayer
life. Anyoneiswelcome.

Does it sound like something
you might want to try? Call Joy
Martz at 367-9014, or the Rectory.
If you have someone who needs
prayers, cal Joy or fill out a prayer
card on the lobby table and place it
in the black box.

We will send a card to the per-
son if you wish, or will pray for
someone anonymously.

Our next prayer service will be
on Saturday, Sept. 9 after the 9 am.
Mass. We include a light breakfast.
Comeandjoin us!
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RENEW for the 21st century

Season V' s call isto make us disciples of Jesus

by Ann Shuckrow
For several years St. John Neumann has been involved in RENEW, a
program with worldwide exposure coordinated by the International RE-
NEW team based in Newark, New Jersey.

On Sunday, Oct. 8 we will begin Season V, “Renewing for the 21st
Century,” which will focus
on the idea that we are called
as disciples to share in Je-
sus' mission of saving love.

Materials will address spe-
cific issues and concerns
facing us as we live into the
third millennium. As a com-
munity of Christian believ-
ers we will be challenged to
put our love and service into
action.

A vital part of thisprocessis

the gathering of people into
small faith sharing groups which meet for a six-week “season.” These
groups consist of 8-12 people who meet in homes for approximately an
hour and a half per week. The topics for this season are as follows:

Week 1. Loving the Poor

Week 2: Loving the Earth

Week 3: Loving the Feminine and Masculine
Week 4: Interracial Harmony

Week 5: God’'s Human Family

Week 6: The Trinity and World Community

If you have never attempted the small group experience, we encourage
you to giveit atry. If you have been in a group we hope you will continue
with that group or try a new one if your schedule has changed. You can
sign up for Season V at al the masses during the weekend of Sept. 23-
24.

Another aspect of the RENEW process is the Liturgy Preparation
team. Once again a group of volunteers will be making specia plans for
the six Sunday liturgies during Season V. This group will choose from
available options, write prayers, generate homily themes and consider mu-
sic suggestions. New volunteers are welcome each season. If this sounds
like something which might be of interest to you, call Elaine Lafayette
(366-4195) and she will fill you in. There are three two-hour meetings in
preparation for each season. Our next meeting is Tuesday, Sept. 12 at 7
p.m. in the Education Bldg.

At the start of the new millennium, the Church invites us to personal
and communal conversion, to arenewal that will transform both our hearts
and the world around us. That renewal involves a healing of all the sinful
divisions that separate us from God and from our sisters and brothers ar-
ound the planet. Thus, each week we will focus on a different aspect of
Christ’s invitation to reach out in love and compassion to all our neigh-
bors, to repent of the sins that separate us and to build bridges to those we
have forgotten or alienated. In doing this, we are imitating and celebrating
the God in whose image we have been made, the God who islove.

September 2000

SIN will host RENEW
regional meeting Sept. 11

The RENEW International team
has asked us to host a workshop
for small group leaders in prepara-
tion for Season V which begins
Sunday, Oct. 8.

Season V will focus on a number
of socia justice issues, which this
session will address.

Other area parishes who are also
participating in Season V are invit-
ed to attend on Monday, Sept. 11 at
7 p.m. in the SIN Education Bldg.
All facilitators (or potentia facilita-
tors) are encouraged to attend.

RENEW Core Community
seeks new membersfor fall

The Core Community, which
promotes and supports RENEW, is
actively seeking new members at
thistime.

If you have been part of the pro-
cess and want to see it continue at
SIN, perhaps this is a call for you
to step forward and join the Core.
Call Ann Shuckrow (366-2020) for
more information.

APPALACHIA
WORKCAMP

SATURDAY, OCT. 7
EDUCATION BUILDING
9am.—2p.m.
BAG SALE 1 p.m.

(Donations cannot be accepted
until two days before as spaceis
needed for CCD classes and other
SIN activities.)
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“I wasill and you comforted me.”
Mt. 25:36

In imitation of the healing ministry of Jesus, the Christian community

has always cared for the sick.

Due to recent changes in the provision of healthcare, people who would
once have spent time in a medica
facility regaining their strength find
themselves at home with much re-
cuperation still ahead of them.

St. John Neumann parish com-
munity wishes to offer support to
those who are house bound — on
either a short-term post hospital dis-
charge basis or more chronic long-
term situation. One of the ways we
could be of service would beto bring
Eucharist to the person at home.

On a related note it has become
customary these days for people
who are scheduled for surgery to
have their pre-op lab work done on
an out-patient basis. They check into
the hospital on the morning of the
surgery thus precluding their being
seen by a chaplain for the Sacrament
of the Sick. Our priests are available
to do this anointing prior to hospital-
ization.

Call Ann Shuckrow, Pastoral Associate, at the rectory (366-2020) to ar-

range for thisministry.

The Eternal Seed

| know a place where light was once unseen

Where bare feet dance through beds of shattered glass
Where ignorance and shameless cruelty lean

On youth like rubbish stifling fledgling grass

Though wrapped in dark, a sympathetic eye
Shot from afar and fell upon this place

And where damp beds of untamed filth now lie
A playground brightened tiny, forlorn face

And though this structure, severed from the earth,
Instilled by sweat and nail and caring hand,

Has not survived, the true seeds of its worth

Lie sown in children’s hearts, not hardened land

Though fruits of loving action lie decayed,
The buds of hope they bear refuse to fade.

by Dorian Fox, Third Year Workcamper
Sophomore, Boston University
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Jr./Sr. High CCD update

Some new programs
but familiar class
sizes for junior,
senior high

by Grace Ghirardi

Our registrations are coming in
quickly for fal CCD and we have
some new programs, too.

We will continue to keep our class
sizes small for better discussions and
learning.

To accommodate the number of
young people registered each year,
we aways need Host homes and Cat-
echists.

Our
volun-
teer
numbers
are
looking
good for
Septem-
ber but
there are till several openings, so
please call meif you are interested in
being part of this exciting ministry.

The once-amonth Sunday pro-
gram has been changed to twice a
month. Both the Catechists and stud-
ents initiated this change and we feel
this will be a better format. The day
will be shortened and the Sunday
program will be one more aternative
to choose from. This is open for
grades 8 and 9.

Another change is the High School
program’s newest class option —
Scripture Study. This is open to
grades 10 and up. In addition to this
option, our High School students
(grades 10, 11 and 12) can choose
Social Justice or RENEW.

The ninth grade students have
these options once they have been
confirmed.

Again, these changes are in line
with our teens' needs and requests,
and in keeping with the Diocesan
guidelines for Religious Education.

For more information, call Grace
Ghirardi at 366-5885.
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Reflection

Finding the healing light
In atragic personal 10ss

by Matt Matera
The other day, there was a full moon so beautiful that | stopped the car
to look at it. Right around the moon there were wispy clouds, with a clear
sky to the left and an almost total cloud bank to the right.

The sight forced
me to stop to re-
flect. I'm only 19,
but this summer
has been one with
many ups and
downs. | had new
SUCCEesseS and
failures on a per-
sonal level

| had a job
where, for the first
time, | was treated
asafull adult. And
most difficult of
al, on July 21, the
St. John Neumann
parish and | lost
Bryan Mills, who
had been a very
close friend of
mine for many
years.

Deding  with

many new emotions and stresses has not been easy. Looking at the moon,
though, | saw mostly clear sky to the left, with some clouds near the
moon. That is like my past, mostly understood but more uncertain in re-
cent months. The almost solid cloud bank to the right is my future, amys-
tery with only small open patches. | am the moon, and the entire scene is
lit by something else — the Sun.

The moon gives no light of its own, and smply reflects the light of the

unseen Sun.

Similarly, | reflect the light of God as | move through my life. | don't
always understand the reason for everything that happens, because my
vision is obscured by many clouds. But | know that God is there to be
with me and help bring light, and | can always feel and see God's pres-

ence.

Looking at the moon that night helped me. Returning for a second year
of college soon, | remember a seaside retreat | went on during my first
year. The sun was reflected off the water and made for one of the most
beautiful and peaceful sights I’ ve ever seen. | knew that the water, or the
moon, was beautiful itself, but the true power was only unlocked when the

sun was reflected.

As | seek to deal with the difficult and varied emotions of this summer,
I’ll try to pray and remember what | saw in the water and in the sky, and
know that God is always shining brightly even in my darkness.
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Parish Share
exceeds goal
once again

by Sylvia Danehy

Once again the Parish Share Cam-
paign has exceeded the previous
year' stotals.

As of the end of July the amount
pledged was $216,868. This is
$12,000 more than last year.To date,
$124,090 has been paid. If history
repeats
itself,
we will
be able
to col-
lect 98-99 percent of the amount
pledged. This speaks well of the tre-
mendous generosity and commit-
ment of our parish family.

The Temporalities Committee has
always stressed that increased pledg-
es to Parish Share benefit our
parish.. All money pledged and paid
to Parish Share that are above our
Diocesan “assessed” amounts stay
within our parish. Through our ef-
forts to increase pledges to Parish
Share, we have been able to meet one
of our prime goals. to reduce our
parish debt. Seven years ago the debt
was nearly $500,000 — today it is
less than $25,000. Through the addi-
tional money raised from Parish
Share, we have been able to maintain
our many fine programs, add new
ones and reduce our debt.

If you have not yet made a pledge
and would still like to do so, just
drop a note along with your check to
the Rectory, either by mail or via the
collection basket. You can make a
one-time payment, or a pledge. There
are five more payment periods left in
this year’s campaign.

If you have any questions, please
feel free to call the Rectory at 366-
2020 or Sylvia Danehy at 367-0613.

Thank you once again for your
generosity!

ECONOMY ALLOWS
USTO BE GENEROUS.
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HANDSIN SERVICE CALENDAR

NOTE: Except for Hands In Service evenings, you must register
at 366-5638, ext. 15 for all service events.
Please watch bulletin for additional information and updates. First time Habitat volunteers must
have a special form on file in the Community Outreach Office before going on aworkday.
Habitat days are required for participation in both summer workcamps.

SEPTEMBER
Saturday, Sept. 9 GREATER PGH COMMUNITY FOOD BANK
(ages 12 & older)
Meet SIN 8:30 am., Return: 1:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 14 GREATER PGH COMMUNITY FOOD BANK
Meet SIN 8:45 am.; Return: 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 20 LIGHT OF LIFE SHELTER
4:20 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., serve meal to homeless
Tuesday, Sept. 26 WORLD VISION INTL. RELIEF
Meet SIN 9:45 am.; Return 12:15 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 30 HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Meet SIN 8:15 am.; Return 3:30 p.m.; (high school & older)
OCTOBER
Saturday, Oct. 14 GREATER PGH COMMUNITY FOOD BANK
Sunday, Oct. 15 CROP WALK FOR WORLD/LOCAL HUNGER
North Park; Watch the bulletin for more details.
Tuesday, Oct. 17 GREATER PGH COMMUNITY FOOD BANK
Wednesday, Oct. 18 LIGHT OF LIFE SHELTER
Tuesday, Oct. 24 HANDSIN SERVICE EVENING AT SIN
7:30 p.m.; Make sandwiches for homeless
Thursday, Oct. 26 WORLD VISION INTL. RELIEF
Saturday, Oct. 28 HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
NOVEMBER
Saturday, Nov. 11 GREATER PGH COMMUNITY FOOD BANK
Wednesday, Nov. 15 GREATER PGH COMMUNITY FOOD BANK
Wednesday, Nov. 15 LIGHT OF LIFE SHELTER
Saturday, Nov. 18 HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Monday, Nov. 20 HANDSIN SERVICE EVENING AT SIN
7:30 p.m.; Fill Appalachia Christmas stockings
Wednesday, Nov. 29 WORLD VISION INTL. RELIEF
DECEMBER
Saturday, Dec. 2 GREATER PGH COMMUNITY FOOD BANK
Tuesday, Dec. 5 GREATER PGH COMMUNITY FOOD BANK
Thursday, Dec. 14 WORLD VISION INTL. RELIEF
Thursday, Dec. 14 HANDSIN SERVICE EVENING AT SIN
7:30 p.m.; Fill Sharing Tree Candy Bags
Wednesday, Dec. 20 LIGHT OF LIFE SHELTER

Saturday, Dec. 23 HABITAT FOR HUMANITY




