
SJN Insights                                                                      1                                                    March 2001

In This Issue

Architect hired for expansion..... 2

Lent and Holy Week Schedule.... 3

Small Christian Communities...... 4

Youth Mass............................ 7

Verland Outreach.................... 7

Vol. 17 No. 1                       A quarterly publication for the St. John Neumann parish community                                  March 2001

Over 50s make 2001 fun........... 8

Liturgy of the Word for Children.. 8

Parish Share 2001 begins......... 9

Workcamps Kickoff................. 10

Hands in Service calendar......... 11

SJN Insights
Lent 2001: A personal faith odyssey

by Barbara Stokes
Ready, or not, it’s 2001 and you 

are on a FAITH ODYSSEY.
Sometimes when we are in the 

middle of an event or a whole string 
of happenings, we can’t tell whether 
we stand at the end of something 
old or at the start of something new.  
We’re too close to see the pattern of 
what is unfolding.

Time often makes all the dif-
ference in our ability to size up the 
situation.  As Christians we’re 
called to take time each Lent to jour-
ney with Jesus toward Easter.

Sunday by Sunday, the readings 
draw us into questions about what is 
the essence in our lives. 

Step back and look for the pattern 
of what brings blessing.  What gets 
in the way of blessings?

We begin this middle part of our 
faith odyssey with Jesus in the wil-
derness where He struggles with 
powerful temptations.  Moving on 
we examine what it means to lead a 
life grounded in prayer.  Then we 
hear the challenge to examine what 
is fruitful in our lives and what is 
not.

No growth occurs in relationship 
without considering what it means 
to forgive and be a forgiving person.

Now the call comes again in 
2001.  A Faith Odyssey — espe-
cially Lent/Easter — invites us to 
follow Christ by living with Him the 
essence of our being.  This essence 
empowers us to face difficulties 
with hope and faith.  What will we 
take with us?  What will we leave 
behind?  What do we “hope to 
find”?

Our parish provides a table of re-
source materials to direct you on 
your faith odyssey.  There are 

booklets for families 
called “Let’s Go: An 
Invitation to Follow Je-
sus” that combine giv-
ing, prayer and concern 
for others.  A sugges-
tion for action is part of 
each daily prayer re-
flection.

“Return to the 
Heart” urges adults to 
meditate on the scrip-
tures to find mirrors of 
what is happening in 
them.  The events of the 
Bible tell our own story 
so each meditation be-
gins with the Gospel of 
the day.

In addition, we’ve 
provided several sticker 
activities for small 
children.

Older children can 
find delightful booklets 
of Saint stories, table 
prayers, poems and 
Stations of the Cross 
written by teenagers.

Take any route you want on this 
faith odyssey, but be sure to travel 
with someone and keep your eyes 
and heart turned to the Lord. 

Your willingness to take a step 
and travel with Christ enriches us 
all.  For this we are grateful and 
blessed!
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by Rob Gaertner P.E
Building Committee Chairman

As we can see from the many list-
ings in SJN’s weekly bulletin, lots 
of activity goes on here and we have 
reached the stage where we are out 
of space.

In July 2000, a Building Commit-
tee was formed to develop a needs 
analysis of the various improvements 
that should be considered as part of 
proposed additions and renovations 
to the Education Building.

In addition to Father Bovard, the 
committee consists of about 15 
members of the parish and parish 
staff.  Since its formation, the Build-
ing Committee has been involved in 
the following activities.

In July and August of 2000, the 
Building Committee studied the 
needs of the parish and developed a 
Scope of Work for the proposed 
project.  Here are some of the im-
provements identified as part of this 
analysis:

Multi-Purpose Room capable of 
seating about 500 people;

Kitchen facilities adjacent to the 
Multi-Purpose Room with cooking 
capabilities;

Dedicated space for the Good 
Shepherd Program;

Additional classrooms to provide 
a total of 10 classrooms;

Adequate storage spaces for the 
various outreach programs — Habi-
tat for Humanity, Appalachia, etc,;

Adequate office and support space 
for the parish staff;

Dedicated space for the choirs;
Additional handicapped and regu-

lar parking adjacent to the church;
A separate entrance to the Educa-

tion Building.
In September, the committee re-

quested proposals for architectural 
and engineering services from five 

Architect hired to develop addition plan

HABITAT BOOK & BAKE SALE
Sunday, March 25 — All Morning Masses

The Habitat for Humanity 2001 Workcampers will  spon-
sor a Book & Bake Sale in the Educa-
tion Building to support the 10th Habi-
tat Workcamp in Erie, PA.

 Please mark your 
calendar for this ev-
ent. Anyone who 
would like to donate books may drop 
them off any time (no text books, please) 
in the Education Building.
Please bring baked goods to the Educa-
tion Building before Mass on March 25.

architectural firms. In October, the 
committee interviewed the two firms 
that responded to the request for 
proposals and selected the most 
qualified firm to develop a schematic 
design for the proposed additions 
and renovations.

The architectural firm we hired, 
W. Michael Conturo, has been stu-
dying the various options for the 
best way to address our needs and 
join new areas with the existing 
facility.  In February, the architect 
presented four possible options to 
the committee for our review and 
comments.

The architect is now developing a 
refined schematic design that will in-
corporate the comments and feed-
back provided by the committee at 
our last meeting.  The architect will 
also develop an estimate of the work 
required to determine the costs for 
this project.

We hope that within the next 
several months we will have a final 
schematic design to share.

If you have any questions con-
cerning this matter please feel free to 
contact Rob Gaertner (724-933-
0292) or Brad Franc (367-2238) or 
leave a note at the rectory and we 
will contact you.

St. John Neumann’s current building, under construction 20 years 
ago.
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St. John Neumann
Activity and Mass Schedule

for Lent and the Easter Season
Keep this schedule in a convenient place

and refer to it throughout Lent and for Easter services.

Reconciliation Services
Lenten Reconciliation services have been set for St. John Neumann and 
our neighboring parishes.
• Thursday, March 22, 2001; 7:30 p.m.; St. John Neumann
• Monday, April 2, 2001; 7:30 p.m.; Sts. John & Paul
• Thursday, April 5, 2001; 7:00 p.m.; St. Alexis
• Monday, April 9, 2001; 7:30 p.m.; St. Alphonsus

Note: There will be at least six priest/confessors available for each 
service.  As well, confessions are regularly heard every Saturday after-
noon at 3:30 p.m. at St. John Neumann.

Lenten Opportunities

Ash Wednesday
Ashes distributed at ALL Masses: 7 a.m., 12 noon, and 7:30 p.m.
Stations of the Cross: each Friday in Lent at 7:30 p.m.
• Friday, March 30; 6:30 p.m.: Soup and Stations with special stations 

for children
• Friday, April 13; 7:30 p.m.: Youth Production of “Were You There”

Evening Mass - All Wednesdays in Lent - 7:30 p.m.
• Adult Education Classes; following Wednesday evening Mass on 

March 7 and March 21 on the writings of St. John. Approximate start 
time: 8:15 p.m.

Palm Sunday
• 5:30 p.m. vigil
• 7:30 a.m. (note time change)
• 9:30 a.m.
• 11:30 a.m.

Holy Week Schedule

Liturgy of the Hours
• 11:45 p.m. Thursday
• 9 a.m. Friday
• 9 a.m. Saturday

Holy Thursday Mass
• 7:30 p.m. Thursday

Good Friday
• 1:30 p.m. Good Friday Services
• 7:30 p.m. “Were You There” performance

Blessing of Baskets
• 11 a.m. Saturday

Easter Mass Schedule

• 7:30 p.m. Saturday Easter Vigil
• 7:30 a.m. Sunday (note time change)
• 9:30 a.m.
• 11:30 a.m.

Parish Council begins
a self-assessment;
postpones elections

By Don Huber
Parish Council President

Parish Council is beginning a 
self-assessment.  We are looking at 
ourselves with respect to how we 
function in the faith community.

Some have noted that council cur-
rently acts as a place to exchange in-
formation about what various minis-
tries are doing.  Parish Council has 
ceased to be a place to talk about is-
sues facing our SJN community.

As council members, we are dis-
cussing ways of improving our rela-
tionship to the faith community as a 
whole.  We want to be more inclu-
sive, more timely and more respon-
sive to parish concerns.  We need 
input from all parishioners.  Please 
call a council member and voice your 
opinions.

As a result of this self-reflection, 
parish council has delayed elections 
until at least after our away-day on 
March 11.

Council members felt that it would 
be unfair to ask people to run for a 
position that may or may not change.  
Please bear with us and pray that we 
become the best that we can be.

When we have a consensus on 
our mission, we will ask the parish 
for additional input and direction.

HELP WANTED
Do you enjoy creating art, writ-

ing, producing or directing?
Do you have a desire to share 

your faith with others or increase 
your involvement in worship?

We are looking for interested in-
dividuals to work on an innovative 
“pilot” project for St. John Neu-
mann Church that will involve en-
tertainment, education and spiritual-
ity in a multi-media production.

If you have any skills to share or 
you just want to help out, please 
contact Dan Ghirardi at 366-6646 
or send an email to Dan at 
danghirardi@hotmail.com.
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by Kamy Deken
The Elizabeth Ministry will 

sponsor a prayer service after the 
11:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, April 
22, to provide consolation for all 
those who have experienced mis-
carriage, infertility, adoption loss, or 
the death of a child.

The brief prayer service is meant 
to be a time of remembrance and 
comfort for anyone who has felt the 
pain of such a loss.  Refreshments 
and fellowship will follow the serv-
ice, also sponsored by the Elizabeth 
Ministry.

The Elizabeth Ministry is a 
group of volunteers in the parish 
who provide encouragement and 
support to families during times of 
pregnancy, birth, adoption, infertili-
ty, and infant crisis or death.

Elizabeth Ministry sponsors special service for those affected
by miscarriage, infertility, adoption loss or death of a child

Most of the work is done on a 
one-on-one basis as volunteers sup-
port and pray for families.

The group also seeks to celebrate 
the sanctity of life.  Some of the 

other activities sponsored or sup-
ported by the Elizabeth Ministry 
include the monthly Blessing of 
Expectant Parents and an annual 
Adoption Information Evening 

Our third annual Adoption In-
formation Evening was held Jan. 21 
and was a great success.  Several 
speakers offered a great deal of in-
formation, and, most importantly, 
many people spoke movingly about 
their personal experiences with 
adoption.

If you have experienced the pain 
of the death of a child, miscarriage, 
infertility, or adoption loss, or if 
you would like to pray for someone 
who has, you are encouraged to at-
tend the upcoming prayer service 
Sunday, April 22 in the Chapel fol-
lowing the 11:30 a.m. Mass.

The church of the future:

Small Christian Communities
by Ann Shuckrow

In the later half of the 20th century, a movement arose 
within the church – originally in Latin America – which 
was referred to as “base communities.”

In areas where there was a scarcity of priests who 
traveled great distances and could preside at liturgy in-
frequently, the lay people formed a community 
and led worship.  At the same time, the concept 
known as  liberation theology, with its 
“preferential option for the poor.”, became 
more popular.

The future for the Catholic Church in the 
United States may evolve along similar lines. 
With fewer priests for an increasing popula-
tion and mergers creating larger, more imper-
sonal parishes, parishioners become anony-
mous and feel the need for a personal connection.

St. John Neumann is not a mega-parish. However 
even here, you could get lost in the crowd if you are not 
attached to a specific group, e.g., pre-school parents, 
CCD catechists, choir, men’s breakfast participants.

One way SJN has advocated involvement has been 
through the process provided by the International RE-
NEW organization.  Over the past seven years, we have 
utilized both the original RENEW materials and more 
recently the RENEW 2000 program, which concluded 
last November.

The primary intent of both of these vehicles was 

facilitating the formation and growth of small faith shar-
ing groups. These gatherings offer participants a way to 
become connected with other Christians in a relaxed, in-
timate setting.

SJN has completed two separate five-season series 
using RENEW materials, virtually exhausting their sea-

sonal offerings.
 This Lenten season, we are continuing to 
make available the small group opportunity for 
six weeks. Our Core Community has selected 
a booklet entitled Drawing Near to Jesus, pre-
pared by the National Pastoral Life Center in 
New York City. The format of the series re-
sembles the RENEW model. The focus is pri-
marily perennial Lenten themes, using the 
readings for the six Sundays of Lent.

The Core Community, which coordinates the activity 
of the small communities, has pledged to develop mate-
rials for a six-week Fall season.  SJN has made a long-
term commitment to the small community process to 
address the problem of anonymity within the larger par-
ish and to encourage people to take ownership of com-
munal prayer with or without the presence of a priest.

We call this current six-week season “RENEW: 
Lenten Journeys.” Meetings began on Sunday, Feb. 25, 
the Sunday before Ash Wednesday. If you missed the 
sign-up for Lent, watch for the Fall season.  Sign up 
will be in early September.
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By Kathleen Borres 
The Bible comes alive when the 

church comes together in worship to 
share and celebrate the good news of 
salvation.  It comes alive through the 
varied expressions of the Word and 
through the responses of the com-
munity. The meaning and fullness of 
biblical texts are drawn out in the lit-
urgy, in the official public worship 
of the church, through the senses 
and in ways that a personal reading 
simply cannot do.

As a result, the Word of God can 
be experienced more fully when we 
come together.  We can hear and ex-
perience the Word of God in many 
different ways.

Perhaps the most obvious expres-
sions of the Word are the readings 
themselves and the homily.  Less 
obvious are the songs, the profession 
of faith, the offering of peace, etc.  In 
each, our community proclaims the 
Word of God, not only in what we 
say, but in what we do. The Apostles 
James and Paul understood this.

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, James 
told his community to be doers of 
the word, not only hearers of the 
word (James 1:22) and Paul in-
structed the early church to sing 
psalms, hymns and inspired songs 
(Col. 3:16).  The early church also 
knew the importance of professing 
its faith in the form of a creed (e.g., 
1 Cor. 8:6; 1 Cor. 15:1-4; 1 Tim. 
2:5-6; Heb. 4:14). Such professions 
of faith played a significant role in 
the community's retelling and re-
membering the good news of salva-
tion.  They still do today. Likewise, 
the apostles knew the value of an ex-
tended hand of peace and made it a 
practice to offer the peace of Christ 
to their communities.

A careful reading of the New Tes-
tament letters reveals their hope, and 
that of the early church, that there be 
peace in the hearts of their readers.

The letters typically opened and 
closed with a blessing of peace.  
These blessings were the very heart-
beat of the letters, and the apostles 
did their best to manifest this peace 

in what they said and did.  When we 
extend a hand of peace to each other, 
we promise the same level of com-
mitment in love.  We offer the peace 
of Christ to each other, and the 
Word is proclaimed and accom-
plished in our midst (2 Cor. 13:11; 
Col. 3:12-16; 1 Thess. 5:13).

The same is true when we confess 
our sin and participate in general 
prayers for each other and the whole 
of the human family.  These acts are 
inspired by the Word and, in turn, 
proclaim and carry out the Word, for 
as it is written, "therefore, confess 
your sins to one another and pray 
for one another" (James 5:16).

We also proclaim the Word when 
we celebrate Eucharist.  The procla-
mation is found both in the words of 
the Eucharistic prayer itself, and in 
the actual rite of taking, blessing, 
breaking and distributing the bread, 
which recalls the words of Jesus.

In these actions we remember and 
demonstrate what God has done, and 
still is doing, for us and in us.  We 
take our gifts (and even our broken-
ness) and give it to God to be 
blessed, broken and distributed in 
ways that he can use for the good of 
all.  In doing so, we proclaim a belief 
in God's power to save.

To make such a proclamation re-
quires some effort on our part.  This 
is where personal study, quiet times 
of reflection, journaling and prayer 
become essential to the journey of 
faith we all share together, as these 
activities contribute significantly to 
what we, as a community, understand 
of God, self and life.

When we come together and share 
in the work and celebration of God's 
love, we take what we know from 
personal reflection and let it be taken, 
blessed, broken and distributed for 
the good of all. The result is a clear 
and resounding “yes” to God, 
which is a “yes” to life, to love, and 
to one another, including our broth-
ers and sisters of old whom we read 
about in Scripture and with whom 
we celebrate Mass.

This last point is one of the most 

remarkable teachings of the Catholic 
faith.  The fact that we share a life 
with those who have gone before us 
is an incredible testimony to the 
power and love of God working in 
us and for us.

This relationship is helped con-
siderably through the efforts and ex-
periences of those responsible for 
the arrangement of the Lectionary 
and the Mass parts in general, as the 
readings and responses unfold the 
promises of God in our midst. To-
gether we 'relive' the experiences of 
our brothers and sisters and remem-
ber them into the community of God 
we proclaim to be.

We do all these things and pro-
claim all these things with our words 
and with our actions when we come 
together to celebrate the love of God.  
An important part of this celebration 
is our promise to proclaim these 
things when we are apart.  This is the 
meaning and hope of the concluding 
rite, when we vow to be the Word of 
God living and active in the world (1 
Pet 1:22-25).

We promise to be in the world 
what we have heard and fully sensed 
together in the celebration of the 
good news of salvation; and when 
we have done so we can say, with all 
humility, that we have heard the 
Word of God, and that his Word has 
been fulfilled.

The Word of God in Liturgy — what it means to us
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On the road to prayer, there are many paths
by Tricia Siclari 

St. John Neuman’s Pathways to 
Prayer Retreat Jan. 19-20 at Kearns 
Spirituality Center seemed the per-
fect time for me to reflect on my re-
lationship with God.

I really didn’t know what to ex-
pect, maybe direction in prayer to 
make my efforts more meaningful. 
Perhaps some one-on-one time with 
God, which often seems impossible 
when raising two small children.

I did know I was going to move 
forward in my somewhat stagnated 
prayer life.  Maybe my relationship 
with God could be improved.

The retreat could have been titled 
Prayer 101, definitely for beginners 
but helpful to the experienced. 

Nancy Hoel, a certified spiritual 
director from Chicago, shared a var-
iety of options for prayer.  There 
were no lectures about the right way 
to pray, since there is no right way 
— just what’s right for each of us.

On Friday, we “Walked the Lab-
yrinth.”  A labyrinth or maze-like 
structure is an ancient prayer pattern 
and spiritual tool that became popu-
lar during the Crusades, when 
Christians could not make a re-
quired pilgrimage to Jerusalem.

Church leaders designated seven 
great European cathedrals as pilgri-
mage sites and installed labyrinth 
patterns.  By following the path, pil-
grims made a symbolic journey to 
Jerusalem, with the center of the 
labyrinth their destination. 

We pilgrims began our journey 
in a canvas labyrinth provided by 
East Liberty Presbyterian Church.  
With some guidance from Nancy 
on how to experience this ancient 
practice, the group walked.  Special 
touches — low lights, plants, flow-
ers, water and many candles — ad-
ded to this sacred atmosphere.

It was unforgettable, a chance to 
be quiet and retreat to my innermost 
thoughts with God.  As the path 
wove around, I was unsure where I 
was going, a metaphor to life’s 
winding roads and uncertainty.

On Saturday, we prayed the sign 

of the cross, a first for most of us.  
We forget the sign of the cross is a 
prayer itself.  How often we quickly 
swipe our hands across our face and 
chest without thinking about it!

We also prayed while singing and 

dancing.  At first, this seemed a little 
unusual, but as our feet became 
more comfortable and our voices 
flowed, it was a spiritual feeling of 
closeness with each other and God.

Scripture reading can be a power-
ful form of prayer. Nancy walked us 
through six stages to consider when 
reading the Word.

First, we quiet our minds and free 
ourselves of distractions.  In a spe-
cial place, in a posture that’s com-
fortable but not too comfortable, we 
read.  During this time it’s import-
ant to be silent and in God’s pres-
ence.  Then the passage may be read 
aloud or silently.  It’s important to 
be attentive to God’s message.

After reading, it’s time to reflect 
on the passage, to chew on it awhile.  
What strikes you about the passage 
– joy, sorrow, doubt or resistance?  
What direction does it take?  What 
is God saying specifically?

During the re-create stage, we put 
the passage in our own words for 
better understanding.  Role-playing 
and considering various viewpoints 
helps deepen our understanding of 
the passage in our own lives.

During the respond stage we 
open our hearts and talk to God.  
This evokes emotions: we may feel 
joyous and exalted, penitent or petu-
lant, releasing or resistant, respon-
sive or rejecting. It may be an awak-
ening, surrender or a new level of 
commitment to God.  Along with 

opening our hearts and talking to 
God, we also listen for God’s reply.

In contemplation, we rest in God 
and wait for God to work with us.  
We yield to his transforming pres-
ence.  In the final stage, we relive the 
Word through our daily activities.   
We take the light that we have re-
ceived from the reading and use it.

Spiritual reading of scripture 
takes practice.  Don’t expect to be 
good right away. As Nancy told me, 
“Try it for a month. I’ll bet you’ll 
be a different person.” Start with 
the readings for the upcoming Sun-
day. Spending time with the scrip-
tures before Mass is more meaning-
ful as you have time to reflect, speak 
to God and listen. 

In the final talk, we discussed 
how to pray when we are too busy.  
There are many paths to God and 
they don’t have to be complicated.

In the morning, reciting or think-
ing about a “shama” or mini-pray-
er such as “This is the day the Lord 
has made, let us rejoice and be 
glad” can put you in a prayerful 
mind.

Notice God’s grace by experi-
encing a “Wow moment.”  One of 
mine is experiencing beautiful sun-
sets out my front door.

Consider praying at every stop-
light instead of being frustrated by 
the delay.  Try a prayer bowl: place 
the names of persons in need of 
prayer. You pull a name out of the 
bowl and pray for them. Finally, end 
the day on a positive note by reflect-
ing in bed on the good things that 
happened instead of the negative.

You may realize you are praying 
more than you think.  That was the 
good news for me. I knew that the 
daily bit of prayer I was doing was a 
good start but not enough.

This retreat made me realize it 
was time to make a bigger commit-
ment.  This is easy to say but harder 
to do.  Knowing that I am on a jour-
ney is reassuring.  But what I find 
intriguing is the idea of being trans-
formed by becoming closer to God, 
now that’s exciting!
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SJN’s youth-full monthly Mass
by Grace Ghirardi

Three years ago, at a Youth Ministry meeting, adults and teens came up 
with the idea of a once-a-month youth Mass.  After some important dia-
logue, we were all on the same page.  This monthly Mass would be at 

5:30 p.m. on Sunday afternoons, 
with youth lectors, ushers, music 
ministers, and as many young people 
involved in as many visible as well as 
behind-the-scenes ministries, as pos-
sible.
 One of the most important factors 
regarding the Youth Mass is that this 
Liturgy be open to ALL people, as 
ALL liturgies should be. Our first 
year there was an average of 35 to 50 
people in attendance.  In our third 
year, we have an average of 150 to 
200 people.
 Our ministries have also grown.  
Our music ministry now hosts 
young people from grades 6 and up 

and has tripled over the last three years.  We also have triple the number 
of lectors and most often there is a program following the Youth Mass.  
The Youth Mass is the third Sunday of the month, September through 
May.  This year we will not have a Youth Mass in April, since the third 
Sunday is Easter Sunday.

The upcoming March Youth Mass will be followed by an exciting pre-
sentation on “40 Developmental Assets.  How many does your young 
person have?”  Lisa DeCarolis, a St. John Neumann parishioner and 
member of the team at North Hills Youth Ministry Counseling Center, 
will facilitate this presentation.  This program will be open to teens, par-
ents, adults and anyone who may be interested in this exciting research 
and its ramifications.  The program will begin at 6:45 p.m. following the 
Youth Mass and refreshments.

So please mark your calendars for March 18 at 5:30 p.m. and come to 
the Youth Mass. We hope you can stay for the very informative and im-
portant program on the “40 Assets,” which can help our young people 
grow into moral, responsible and productive adults.

 

Wheels of Love returns!
Saturday, May 19

Bring your bicycles, in any sizes and all 
conditions, for shipment to Nicaragua before
2 p.m. Saturday, May 19.  We'll also take 
strollers, wheelchairs, sewing machines, rice 
and beans and bicycle parts.  To help that 
day or get more details, call 366-5638.

Bikes can be brought to SJN's upper parking lot no sooner than two 
days before we begin packing.

(sponsored by SJN Community Life Committee)
WE PACKED 775 BICYCLES LAST YEAR!

Verland: it’s about
receiving while giving

by Bryan Borres
I decided to volunteer at Verland 

in response to SJN’s request for 
additional helpers.

I did not know what to expect on 
my first encounter with Verland’s 
residents, but found them to be just 
like me, having 
good and bad 
moods, re-
sponding en-
thusiastically to 
music, songs 
and prayer, and 
wanting to in-
teract.

On the second Monday of the 
month, a team of parishioners meet 
at Verland for our Verland Outreach 
Special Religious Education.

Volunteers and Verland residents 
participate together in song, prayer 
and other activities. In addition, SJN 
members assist Verland residents as 
they attend Sunday morning Mass, 
joining them in worship.

Additional volunteers are always 
needed and I can attest that the min-
istry we are providing is uplifting to 
both the Verland residents and the 
volunteers themselves.

15th Appalachia Workcamp
art auction set for April 7

The Appalachia Workcamp will 
hold a Gala Art Auction Saturday, 

April 7.
 An hors d’ 
oeuvres preview 
begins in the 
Education  
Building at 6:30 
p.m. after  5:30 
Mass.

The auction, by Marlin Art, Inc. 
of New York, will feature framed art 
in the $35 - $350  range with 
several more expensive pieces. 
Spike will again be our auctioneer!

Donation is $10 a person. For 
tickets and reservations, call Sarah 
Schneider at 366-5638, ext. 15.  
Workcamper families are also sell-
ing tickets.
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Pittsburgh-area history talk
sets the stage for the year
for SJN’s Over 50s Club

by Clara Donovan
The Over 50s Club began the year 2001 with a presentation by the His-

torical Society of Western Pennsylvania.
  Bob Netzer told of the early history of Al-
legheny County and the names that have 
lived on through the years, including Brad-
dock and Duquesne.
  Our February meeting featured soup and 
great bread.
  Bunco and cards were played while other 
members reminisced with a video of The 
Loretta Young Show.
  Our annual St. Patrick’s Day celebration 
is scheduled for March 15. We will begin 
with Mass at Noon with celebrant Fr. Bob 
Coyne.
  A Pot Luck luncheon will follow and all 
members and their friends are invited. Just 

come, bring a dish and stay to enjoy some Irish songs and games.
With the return of spring, the Over 50s will return to evening meetings 

on April 19 at 7:30 p.m. The St. Nicholas Players will entertain.
  Plans are underway for our annual brunch, this year to be held at 

Hartner’s Restaurant in Cranberry. Details will be available by our St. Pa-
trick’s Day meeting.

Liturgy of the Word for Children

Sharing the best story
ever written for children

by Sharon Fitzgerald
When my children were younger 

and we were at Mass, I would tell 
them to listen to the readings and the 
Gospel.

While driving home, they would 
share their frustration on how they 
didn’t understand what they heard 
or what the priest talked about. I 

would try to explain 
but by that time, I 
had already lost 
their interest.
 We lived in Texas 
then, and our parish 
priest was not inter-
ested in a special li-
turgy for children. 
So when we moved 

to Pittsburgh and found St. John 
Neumann, I was thrilled by the Li-
turgy of the Word for Children 
(LOWC) program. They had just 
started and were looking for  help.

Here was a program that I wanted 
and believed in to help my kids get 
more out of Mass and understand 
the Word of God, but was I ready to 
commit? I had a toddler at the time 
who clung to me, but what about my 
older children who needed me to 
show them that this was important to 
me as it should be to them?

That was nine years ago. I am still 
part of the LOWC team. I never 
thought I would be able to stand be-
fore the children and proclaim 
God’s message. I started out with 
leading a prayer or doing the first 
reading. I learned there are many 
children’s liturgy books with infor-
mation on the readings in the parish 
library and Barbara Stokes is always 
willing to discuss ideas.

I take time to read the week’s 
readings and prepare. I know I am 
not teaching the children, just letting 
them hear the Word at their level 
and letting God do the rest. And it 
never ceases to amaze me how much 
the children and God teach me each 
time I do LOWC. To learn more or 
to participate call Sharon Fitzgerald 
at 367-6268. 
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Help make others 
welcome at SJN

 

by Joyce Leininger
This summer, I answered a bul-

letin ad about coordinating the ef-
forts of SJN’s Welcoming Minis-
try.  Although a bit more work than 
I expected, it has been very reward-
ing.

Each month, Mary Margaret 
Wagner, parish secretary, sends me 
a list of new parishioners. Many 
people join the parish each month. 
Not every one who joins lives 
within our designated diocesan 
boundaries. People “shop” for 
parishes today and many like the 
SJN community.

Once I get the list, I call 
someone on the committee with a 
new parishioner’s name. They call 
and arrange to visit with a Soer-
gel’s apple pie and a binder with 
information about the St. John 
Neumann parish.

Most people are surprised we do 
this and are very receptive to a visit.  
On my very first visit, a woman in-
vited my daughter and me for 
lunch.  Another woman sent me a 
thank you note.

If you like to meet and talk with 
people, this is the ministry for you.  
Some people are new to Pittsburgh, 
some have just moved from a dif-
ferent local area, some are newly-
weds, some like our CCD pro-
grams while others are moving to 
be near family.

In March, the Parish Life com-
mittee will sponsor a Doughnut 
Sunday for parishioners who 
joined in 2000 and 2001.  If you 
are able, come and share a story 
with someone new.  If you enjoy 
that, consider joining the Welcom-
ing Ministry.  To do so, call Joyce 
Leininger at 366-5685.

by Sylvia Danehy
The Parish Share Campaign has 

been an important part of our parish 
financial picture for several years.  
Besides meeting our Diocesan obli-
gations, we have been able to main-
tain and expand programs in our 
parish.  We have also paid off our 
parish debt.

This generosity 
and support bears 
witness to the fact 
that members of 
our parish take 
seriously their re-
sponsibility to be 
good stewards of 
the gifts that God 
has given.

It’s important 
that the members 
of the parish are 
informed of the status of the cam-
paign so they can complete their cur-
rent pledges and plan for next year.

The 2000 Parish Share Campaign 
is nearly complete.  The total 
pledged this year was $222,906, a 9 
percent increase over the previous 
year — a significant improvement.

To date, $212,234 has been col-
lected.  That’s 93 percent of the 
pledged amount.  In the last two 
campaigns we have collected as 
much as 99 percent.  This is an out-
standing return.  We hope that we 
will be able to do as well this year.

You should have recently received 
your Parish Share 2001 pledge card 

in the mail.  If you do not return it 
by March 18, your first monthly re-
minder will come one month later 
than scheduled, and you will only re-
ceive 9 reminders.

If you have decided that you can-
not pledge this year, for whatever 
reason, we ask that you return your 
blank pledge card.  That way, you 

will not receive 
follow-up commu-
nications remind-
ing you that you 
have not pledged.
  There is always 
confusion regard-
ing the mailing of 
the first reminder 
for the next year’s 
campaign.  Just 
remember it takes 
several weeks for 

all pledges to be returned and pro-
cessed.   Pledges must then be en-
tered in a database before the remin-
ders can be prepared.  If you send a 
payment before you receive your re-
minder please mark it clearly as 
“Parish Share 2001”.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Sylvia 
Danehy at 367-0613.

The Temporalities Committee 
looks forward to another successful 
campaign in 2001. Through the gen-
erous support of our parish mem-
bers, we can move on in 2001—a 
faith odyssey.

Remember: Economy allows us to 
be generous.

Dates for Parish Share
January 2001: Final reminder for 
2000 pledges mailed — you can 
continue to pay off last year’s 
pledge during the new campaign.
February 25: Parish Share Sun-
day (you will be asked to make 
your pledge for 2001 at this time).
Late April 2001: First reminder 
for 2001 pledges will be mailed.

Parish Share 2000 nears end;
2001 campaign is beginning

Workcamps Hoagie Fundraiser
Orders due Monday, March 5
12”–$3.50 each with or without onions
To Order: call 366-5638, ext. 15
Leave name, phone number and number of 
hoagies. (Be sure to designate with or without 
onions.)

Pick-up SJN Education Bldg.
Monday, March 12 
2:30 – 5:30 p.m.
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Health Ministry Sets CPR and First Aid Training
It is well established that often a life can be saved after breathing stops if 

CPR (cardio pulmonary resuscitation) is begun quickly. To this end, the 
Parish Health Ministry has set up classes for interested parishioners.

Bill Woelfer, a registered First Aid and CPR instructor, will be at SJN 
on Saturday, March 31 from 10-2 p.m. to instruct and certify persons in 
CPR and first aid. Cost is $5 and includes lunch.

A second opporunity for the same program will be offered in two ses-
sions on Wednesday, April 25 and May 2 from 7:30-9:30 p.m.

Anyone in a position of responsibility for others would benefit from 
this presentation–ushers, teachers, parents and older teens who babysit.

Space is limited, so call the rectory (366-2020) to register by March 18.

by Sarah Schneider
At the end of February each year, 

SJN parishioners – adults and high 
school teens – begin fundraising in 
earnest for both the Appalachia/West 
Virginia and Habitat for 
Humanity/Erie summer workcamps.  
During the workcamps kickoff on 
Sunday, Feb. 25, the families of 
prospective and veteran workcamp-
ers began our annual hoagie sale 
(see ad on page 9 for order informa-
tion). 

This 
will be 
the 15th 
year for 
the Ap-
palachia group and the 10th for 
Habitat.  Both groups (registered 
parishioners only) begin regular 
meetings Sunday, March 11. The 
Habitat for Humanity workcamp, 
which moved to Erie, Pa. last year, 
will reorganize following the 9:30   
a.m. Mass. Those going to the Ap-
palachia workcamp in West Virginia 
will meet at 7:30 p.m. Both gather-
ings are in the Education Building.

First-year workcampers must ful-
fill three days of service with Habitat 
for Humanity with options such as 
Pittsburgh Project in early March 
and the May 19 Wheels of Love 
project.  Some people began work-
ing on the requirement last summer.  
Second- and third-year workcampers 
also have a Habitat requirement.

SJN high school teens, college 
students and adults have volunteered 

Workcamps offer a tasty kick-off
to finance a new summer of service

monthly with local Habitat affiliates 
since December 1990!  It's a great 
way to help our community and 
learn new skills.  Although the local 
affiliates did not have houses under 
construction for a few months, we 
filled in with projects at the church 
and with Pittsburgh Project houses 
on Saturdays.  The next Habitat/SW 
Butler County is scheduled for Sat-
urday, March 24.

If you are a parishioner and 
missed the 
kick-off, 
please call 
Communi-
ty Out-
reach & 

Workcamps Coordinator Sarah 
Schneider at 366-5638, ext. 15.  
Only a few current freshmen (2000-
2001 year) can be placed on the 
Habitat Workcamp, plus older teens 
and adults.  To be considered for the 
Appalachia Workcamp, a teen must 
be at least a current sophomore.  The 
Appalachia list is full but there might 
be a space on the Habitat Work-
camp.

Dates for the Workcamps are Sat-
urday, June 23 - Saturday, June 30 
for Appalachia, in its 10th summer in 
Preston County, W.Va.

The Habitat for Humanity Work-
camp, now 10 years old, is in its sec-
ond year in Erie after four years in 
both Greene County and Indiana 
County, Pa.  This group will leave 
Sunday, July 29 and return Friday, 
August 3.

Welcome to the West
  — at its golden best!
Introducing SonCreek Junction

From June 18-22, give your 
children something of lasting value.  
Head on out to SJN’s Vacation Bi-
ble School at SonCreek Junction!

This colorful Old West town, set 
in the heart of gold country, will 
offer up from 9:30 a.m. - noon each 
day plenty of toe-tappin’ music, 
homespun crafts, games, skits, and 

of course, life-changing Bible sto-
ries.  It’s good old-fashioned fun! 

Kids (Kindergarten thru Grade 5 
- Fall 2001 status) will find more 
than a nugget of truth here.  While 
they have fun, they also learn what it 
means to live and grow as part of 
God’s family, based on Doc Luke’s 
Acts of the Apostles.  Each day fo-
cuses on one of five “SonCreek 
Sayin’s,” memory friendly phrases 
that keep us growing up Christian:

• “Start Up!” become a mem-
ber of God’s family
• “Listen Up!” follow the Bible
• “Open Up!” love and accept 

others
• “Look Up!” talk to God in 

prayer and
• “Speak Up!” tell others about 

Jesus.
Visit SonCreek Junction at SJN  

and help kids find true gold in Je-
sus. Watch for more information 
about registration for children and 
volunteers in the Sunday bulletin.

Were YOU there?
This powerful Good Friday re-

flection on Jesus’ last hours will  
again be performed at SJN, Friday, 
April 13, at 7:30 p.m.

The young people of SJN  do an 
outstanding job helping us enter  
more fully into the Good Friday ex-
perience.If you are interested in par-
ticipating or helping, contact Grace 
Ghirardi at 366-5638.
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Hands in Service Calendar

Have you experienced the joy
of giving by reaching out to others?

by Sarah Schneider
Community Outreach Coordinator

In 1999 when some thought the century was drawing to a close (I didn’t agree), I put out a challenge through 
these pages for people to do something for others! I reminded the readers of all the many opportunities provided 
throughout our parish to volunteer. You can find many avenues by just reading our Sunday bulletin.

Have you heeded the words of Christ to be His hands, His feet in the service of others or have you immersed 
yourself in the “material world”? Has the acquisition of “treasures” made you forget you are put here to serve 
the Lord and one another? Stories abound in books, magazines, and on TV about people whose lives have been 
changed and strengthened when they took the time to help others. I already hear you saying, “I don’t have 
time.” Most of the people who volunteer are probably just as busy as you!

SJN Hands in Service activities (there is no membership list or meetings) provide help for those in need in our 
community and in other countries year round. You don’t have to be a parishioner to join our local HIS activities, 
so bring a friend! There are, however, some age restrictions. 

Register or get more information at 366-5638, ext. 15. 
Tell us you saw this article in Insights.

MARCH VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Friday - Sunday, March 2,3,4: Pittsburgh Project
Adults and teens improve homes of elderly in urban setting

Wednesday, March 7 & Saturday, March 17
Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank
Earn free food for Perry Hilltop Food Bank; prepare food/non-food items
for distribution to more than 350 service agencies; ages 12 up/adults

Wednesday, March 20 – Light of Life Mission 
Serve dinner to homeless/needy men, women & children

Thursday, March 21 - World Vision International Relief 
Agency
Sort/pack new clothing bound for crisis areas in the United States and
around the world.

Saturday, March 24 – SW Butler County Habitat for 
Humanity
High school teens, college students & adults work on a Habitat home 

Watch the bulletin for upcoming service opportunities
in April and May.


