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ThisAdvent, begin ‘The Journey Home' with our parish

by Barbara Matera

We, as Christians, view all time as
God's time. It should not be sur-
prising, then, that we have our own
calendar to measure its passage.

In our church year calendar — the
Liturgical Calendar — one season
leads into another in a continuous
cycle.

Our church rings in the New Y ear
a few weeks earlier than the secular
calendar does, on the First Sunday
of Advent. The beginning of a new
year is a time for looking back and
for looking forward.

Last year, the parish set out on a
“faith odyssey.” It turned out to be
quite avoyage.

At one level, our odyssey took us
through the life of St. John Neu-
mann, our patron saint; the faith sto-
ries of our fellow parishionersin the
yellow booklets distributed on
Easter; and the Scriptures in our
Beyond Renew program.

At another level, our odyssey took
us through hatred and destruction on
a scale we have seldom seen, con-
trasted with the joyful witness of 25
years of servicein the priesthood for
Father Bob.

Finally, as it does each year, the
journey took us through illness and
healing, welcoming new life and bid-
ding farewell to our beloved de-
ceased, numerous outreach projects,
countless hours of religious educa
tion, and celebrations of the sacra-
ments.

As our new church year begins,
we continue the journey. This year
we name our destination, as we take
“The Journey Home.”

For some, the journey may be a
return to church after a gradual drift-
ing away. They may be surprised to
find goodwill and support in a parish

community they previously thought
would never accept them or care
about their problems.

Others may find a home by vol-
unteering with the Verland ministry,
serving ameal at the soup kitchen, or
attending Scripture Study.

And for some, the journey home
may lead to the place where they ac-
tualy live.

It might mean committing to
spending more time with family
members, or — for those who live
alone — embracing their solitude as
an opportunity to spend time in
prayer and reaching out to others.

Any journey home ultimately
leads us to our spiritual center, Je-
sus.

Even as we find a home in Christ,
we have an opportunity to begin
making a home for him in our
hearts.

Advent invites us to spend four
weeks preparing our hearts for Je-
sus's coming: dusting away the
cobwebs of bad habits, moving &
round the furniture where we have
become set in our opinions and
judgments, and cleaning the win-
dows so we can see God's way
more clearly.

If we change our hearts to make a
home where Jesus is welcome,

Christmas becomes a celebration
of the birth of new life and Spirit
within each of us.

Start making plans to come
home this year!
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What'sins d_e this issue of Insights?
A special Advent resource for you

by Fr. William Bovard

Enclosed in thisissue of Insightsis the booklet, "The Lord Is Near," a
wonderful opportunity to grow closer to God and meet a spiritual writer,
Henri JM. Nouwen, who is truly aman for all seasons.

The booklet provides you with a bit of wisdom for every day of Advent,
allowing usto have a more spiritual focus as we journey towards Christ-
mas.

The booklet gently challenges us to examine our lives. However, not as
a bottom line evaluation, but rather as a
platform of hope for change. Father Nou-
wen helps us to see our lives as God sees
them, a precious time in which to grow
closer.

Within the challenge to grow closer,
Nouwen reminds us, is the power of God.
Our Father does not put usin afailure sit-
uation. And, aswe grow closer, we under-
stand and feel this more fully.

The page for Friday in the third week of
Advent, is entitled A Steady Companion.
It reads in part, "God came to us because
he wanted to join us on the road, to listen
to our story, and to help us realize that we
are not walking in circles but moving to-
wards the house of peace and joy."
| hope this whets your appetite!

Beyond Renew, on to Lent: Small faith sharing prospers

by Ann Shuckrow

After years of participation in small faith sharing, first in RENEW, then
in RENEW 2000, SIN just completed our first-ever season of BEY OND
RENEW using materials prepared by our own Core Community.

The booklet produced by the community this past summer was praised
by those who participated in BEY OND RENEW for six weeks.

“We were done with our six weeks and | felt like we should keep on
going.”

“ | kept forgetting who wrote the text. I'd come to Action Responses like
‘Volunteer at the Verland Foundation’ and
wonder what other places also had a Ver-
land Foundation!”

As an initial attempt, our first BEYOND
RENEW booklet was very successful. For
Lent 2002 we will again purchase commer-
cialy prepared material. However, the Core
Community plans to again generate our
own booklet for Fall 2002.

To fine tune the format of these materials,
an evaluation form will be sent to each person who participated in a small
group during the Fall 2001 season. Please complete it and return it via
mail or the collection basket. It will help make a good effort even better.

BEY OND RENEW returns for another six-week season beginning Fe-
bruary 10, 2002 — again a period that roughly coincides with Lent. Sign-
Up Sunday will be the weekend of January 19-20.
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2001 Advent Season

and Christmas calendar

Advent begins with the first week-

end in December and we have a
number of things occurring right
away.
The Sharing Tree will aready be
in place in the lob-
by, where people
have the oppor-
tunity to adopt a
family or family
members for
Christmas.

The annual
Family  Advent ™
Service is sched-
uled for Sunday evening, Dec. 2 at
6:30 p.m. We break into groups for
adults and kids, and then come to-
gether for an ice cream socia. You
can be home before 8 p.m.

Once more we will have Penance
Services here at SIN as well as a
our neighboring parishes. The
schedule follows:

St. John Neumann - Thursday,
Dec. 6 at 7:30 p.m.

Ss. John and Paul - Monday,
Dec. 10 at 7:30 p.m.

St. Alexis - Tuesday, Dec. 18 at
7:30 p.m.

St. Alphonsus - Thursday, Dec.
20 at 7:30 p.m.

AW

Our Mass schedule for the Holy
Days are asfollows:

Immaculate Conception - Fri-
day, Dec. 7 at 7:30 p.m. and Satur-
day, Dec. 8 at 9 am. and 12 Noon.

Christmas Eve - Monday, Dec.
24 at 4 p.m., 6:30 p.m. and a concel-
ebrated mass at 11 p.m.

Christmas Day - Tuesday, Dec.
25at 9and 11 am.

New Year’s Eve - Monday, Dec.
31 at 5:30 p.m.

New Year’s Day - Tuesday, Jan.
lat9and1lam.
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Parish Council
Reorganization complete,
elections set for January

by Don Huber
Council President

To focus on issues that affect St.
John Neumann, we have recently re-
organized the Parish Council.

The new struc-
ture has 20
members.  Five
will be elected
from the various
ministries
(Worship, Tem-
poralities, Com-
munity Life, Par-
ish Life and Education). The balance
will be elected from the parish at
large.

We will have elections in January
for about 8 of the 15 at-large mem-
bers. The remaining 7 will continue
to be held by current members to
provide continuity.

Please consider running for one of
these seats. The time commitment is
six meetings of about two hours each
and one day meeting. We welcome
all parishioners. Your opinion mat-
tersl We want to expand the volun-
teer base so that we can have a more
inclusive parish that meets the needs
of the community.

Please consider volunteering a lit-
tle time to any of our ministries. The
opportunities are many and the need
is great. One day or one week, it's
your decision, but please decide to
donate your most  precious
asset-your time.

3

are ahallmark of our Catholic faith.

As president of the Legion of Mary,
| want to inform al of you about a most
wonderful ministry that Father Bovard
has graciously allowed us to form at
our parish.

The Legion of Mary gives the men
and women of our parish the positive
opportunity to spread the love of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, particularly to
those in need of her care and graces.

Since we formed the Legion, we are
praying the rosary for world peace and
other intentions every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m. in the chapel at SIN.
We are aso praying the rosary with
residents of Rose Valley Retirement
Village every Wednesday at 1:30 p.m.
except for the third Wednesday of the
month, when we celebrate Mass at Rose
Valley at 11 am. with Father Bovard or
Father Bob presiding.

We visit residents of nursing homes
and hospital patients passing out sacra
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Mary’s legions are many, but there’sroom for you!

by Sandra Cooper
The devotion to Mary and the performing of good deeds in her name

mentals, good cheer and prayer in their

time of need.

All the people we visit are at the request of Father Bovard, our spiritual
director, who guides our spiritual and apostolic works. We are constantly
working with Father Bovard to expand our spiritual and apostolic goals.
With your addition to the Legion our opportunities are unlimited.

Y ou need to see and feel the intense expression of gratitude and spiritu-
al uplifting from those who are touched by our apostolic works.

It is indeed true that there is no greater love than that which you have
for your neighbor. By doing good works in the name of Mary, you will
increasein God’ s graces and your own feeling of well being.

Please respond to Our Lady’s call! Our meetings are held every Tues-
day from 10 to 11:30 am. in the SIN Education Building, Room 2. All

are welcome. Please come join us!

How B&B can be R& R for harried, married couples

by Barbara Stokes

Bed & Breakfast sounds good. It
truly helps the soul and the spirit. It
also helps a good marriage. To stay
married, we need to BALANCE and
to BUILD. This is not an ad for
SIN's B&B - rather, it's an invita-
tion to get alittle B&B talk and so-
cia time onto your 2002 calendar.

As we plan out al the important
events of this coming year for our
jobs, children and obligations — con-

several couples will be filled with
story, laughter and BYOB. Look in
upcoming bulletins for the date.
Balancing and building — both
are deliberate steps in our develop-
ment. Yet, it gets hard to be deliber-
ate in either as we get so busy just
trying to keep up with our sched-
ules. So, plan now to take a deep
breath - think about your balance

sider a B&B for Married Couples. and need to build. P.S. Get a sitter
This evening with Fr. Bob and and bring another couple with you.
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In service, in the communlty ... and beyond

FOCUS ON RENEWAL DAY (top) - Six teens and two
adults spent Monday, Nov. 5 doing interior painting for an el-
derly woman in McKees Rocks. Each year F.O.R chooses a
person who can use such help. Painting the bedroom are: John
Kuhn, David Gilmartin and Dan Osterrieder.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY (bottom) — During this na-
tiona service day on Saturday, Oct. 27, an SIN adult crew
built a wheelchair ramp for a woman on the South Side. This
was done through Pittsburgh Project.

Summer Workcamps Preparation Begins
Long Before February Kick-Off Sunday

by Sarah Schneider

Again this year while people prepare for the
holidays, workcampers and potential workcamp-
ers for the SIN Appalachia Workcamp and Habi-
tat for Humanity Workcamp are doing fund-rais-
ing in anticipation of the Sunday, Feb. 24 Kick-
Off Meeting.

Since the Appaachia Workcamp (Preston
County, W.Va)) is the largest group, three fund-
raisers are scheduled between October and De-
cember — an October garage sale, the November
Craft Show Cafe and the annual poinsettia sale.

Right now, the Habitat for Humanity Work-
camp (Erie, Pa.) is continuing a used book salein
the Education Building hallway. The group is
seeking buyers, but also some good paperbacks,
hardbacks or magazines to enhance the sale.

Interested in Workcamps?

1. You must be a parishioner. (People who
were members of SIN when Ss. John & Paul
was started may be considered.)

2. All first-year people must complete three
Habitat workdays or Habitat optional days local-
ly. Call 412-366-5638, ext. 15 to get necessary
papers to do Southwest Butler Habitat work;
check the bulletin for dates.

3. Appalachia workcampers must be current
high school sophomores or older. Camp is al-
ways the last week of June from Saturday 8:30
am. departure to return at 4 p.m. the following
Saturday, with a family dinner and 5:30 p.m.
Mass.

Habitat Workcampers are high school ninth
graders (afew dlots) and older. Campers leave the
last Sunday evening of July; and return Friday at
5 p.m. for afamily dinner.

4. Meetings: Appalachia workcampers meet
Sunday evenings; Habitat meets Sundays after
9:30 Mass. Strict attention is paid to meeting at-
tendance for both. This can make the difference
between going and not going on atrip.

5. Fundraising: Both groups have separate ac-
counts and may do some fundraising together
while other funds are raised through individual
sponsors and separate activities.

Anyone who believes they might be interested
in participating in a workcamp should contact
Sarah Schneider at SIN and indicate their inter-
est. Others have already put their names on the
potential workcamper list.

Please call 412-366-5638, ext. 15 and leave
your name, address and phone number.
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SIN teens plan totake their ‘show’ to Indianapolis

by Krissy Bearer and Grace Ghirardi

On December 6, 11 people from St. John Neumann
will join 155 other Pittsburgh teens and adults and travel
to Indianapolis.

Our mission: to join approximately 25,000 others to
attend the National Catholic Y outh Conference.

While there, we will unite with the “larger” Church,
learn more about our faith tradition, pray, meet many
other young people, have fun, get very little sleep, and
hopefully come back to SIN renewed, refreshed and

wanting to share our experience with others.

Please keep us in your prayers during this exciting
experience. We will return on December 9.

Getting to Indianapolis is more than a matter of ne-
gotiating some turns on the highway. We've been in-
volved in several activities locally recently.

Above is a picture of our SIN teens performing a
musical play for the SIN community on October 27.
We also performed on November 28, as SIN's teens
hosted the NCY C rally for the Diocese.

Spiritual opportunities for young adults abound, locally and internationally

by Krissy Bearer

There are great spiritua opportu-
nities out there for young adults. |
recently  atended the first
“Theology on Tap,” at the Fox and
Hounds Pub, where young adults
discussed “Nations a8 War —
Christians Searching for Peace.”

Dr. Marie Baird, professor of
theology at Duqguesne University,
and Fr. George Chortose, adminis-
trator at Our Lady of Loretto, gave
wonderful insight. The next gather-
ing will again be at the Fox and
Hound Pub, Thursday, December

20 at 7 p.m., on the topic, “Young
Adults and the Liturgy — Is it hit-
ting home for us?’ January’stopic
is“Our call as Christiansto serve.”
Please take a flyer from the SIN
lobby table and make sureto RSVP.

On November 17, | joined Lauren
Janosco and Jessica Williams to at-

tend the “Youth Congress’ on
“Vocations. Life Choices.”

The day included prayer, witness
talks from teens and a panel. Rep-
resented on the panel were the
priesthood, brotherhood, married
life and single life, in which Matt
Gordon, an SIN parishioner, spoke
about participation in a small group.
| saw firsthand the interaction of the
teens. | believe they gained skills
that will help them to discern God's
call.

World Y outh Day brings together
hundreds of thousands of Catholic
youth from more than 150 countries
to learn about their faith and cele-
brateit. At WYD 2002, participants
will learn how Canadian Catholics
live their faith. WYD 2002 will be
held in Toronto July 23-28, 2002.
Anyone who turns 16 in the year
2002 or is younger than 35, is eligi-

ble. We will make this pilgrimage
with neighboring churches; you
don’t want to miss this amazing op-
portunity. We would love to have
YOU joinus. Pleasecal meat 412-
366-5638 for more information.

I'd like to leave you with this
message from our Holy Father,
Pope John Paul 1I:

“Thank God for the World
Youth Days! Thanks be to God for
all the young people who have been
involved in them in the past sixteen
yearsl Many of them are now
adults who continue to live their
faith in their homes and work
places. | am sure, dear friends,
that you too will be as good as
those who preceded you. You will
carry the proclamation of Christ
into the new millennium.” ( Homily
a the Closing Mass of World
Y outh Day 2000, August 20, 2000.)
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Presenting

The SIN confirmation class of 2001

by Barbara Stokes

These young members of the SIN parish community were brought into
full union with the Church on Sunday, October 28 as they received the
Sacrament of Confirmation from Auxiliary Bishop of Pittsburgh, the

Most Reverend David A. Zubik.

Kristin Ambrosino
Nicole Antonucci
Joseph Apel
Matthew Armstrong
Tracy Babicka
Sean Barunas
Arnold Behrer
Amanda Belcastro
Rebecca Browne
Samantha Brunner
Adrienne Caliendo
Craig Carioto
Nicole Cerilli
Elizabeth Chappel
Christine Cholewinski
Shane Conley
Kacie Cope
Daniel Crooks
Erin Donahue
Erin Dragan
Nicole Dudas
Cameron Egerter
Perry Evangelista
AlishaFalvo
David Fassinger
Justin Flesher
Kaitlin Foley
Jennifer Gaudio
Rachael Gaysek
David Gilmartin
Troy Guthrie
Stephen Guzzetti
Andrew Haddad
Dustin Heil
LauraHerb

Elliott Hill
Kathleen Hodnik
Emily Hoffmann
Elena Howard
Daniel Huber
Regis Huelsmann
Kimberly Jenkins
Evan Kegel
Bridget Kelley

Elizabeth Kernion
Evan Kirsch
Caroline Krepp
Timothy Liebrock
Robert Lockhart
Bryan Lockmer
Eric Lockmer

Brad Lutz

Lynn Marshall
Nina Massa
Allyson Maug
Brian Misner
Patrick Mohrbacher
Colin Moleton
Chelsey Nikithser
Matthew Orie
Daniel Osterrieder
Nicholas Overbaugh
Melissa Palchak
Robert Parks
Bethann Pattonrick
Amy Phillips
Robert Pierson
Kelly Prefling
John Quimby
Craig Quinn
Jonathan Rahenkamp
Nicole Ranalli
Adam Redtor
Dominique Sansotta
Lauren Sarnowski
Lisa Sarnowski
LaraSiminerio
Matthew Sinagra
Matthew Smith
Katelyn Staub
Justin Stavish
Andrew Timcheck
RebeccaVose
Gregory Weglewski
Jessica Williams
Jessalynn Wilson
Megan Wol cott
Stephanie Wolf
Sarah Wrenshall
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Will you journey with
the Good Shepherd?

by Barbara Stokes

Once in awhile a sign appears
outside the church door. It says
“No Good Shepherd today.”

It always strikes me as both fun-
ny and sad.

We know there is always a Good
Shepherd caring for us. God makes
that promise and God keeps all
promises.

However, Good Shepherd Atrium
depends on us. We depend on each
other to help out
and  sometimes
that’ s difficult.

More than 135
children are en-
rolled in our atri-
um. This Montes-
sori approach to
religious  educa-
tion needs a lot of
hands to prosper.

Please consider
lending yours for a while. The
promise of a great reward comes
from the Lord and from the child-
ren.

Joyce Kelleher, former parishion-
er and now Director of Formation in
the Cleveland diocese, has agreed to
come to SIN for three days in the
spring to help train anyone who has
an interest in the continuation of this
program.

These days will then be followed
by a week of certified training in
June with Catherine Marasco from
Mt. Rainer, Md.

This unique way of walking with
children builds on the innate wonder
that fills the young child.

It develops through presentation
and reflection. In the process most
adults attest that they have grown
more than anyone else in the atrium.

Make this your next step in your
“Journey Home.”

Sign up for this exciting experi-
ence of the Shepherd by calling
Barb Stokes at 412-366-5885 and
help us keep good things happening
at SIN.
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Over 50 Club prepares
to meet the Man in Red

by ClaraDonovan

December 20, 2001 isthe date for
the SIN Over 50 Club’s Christmas
Celebration.

The evening will start at 6 p.m.
with canapes and punch, followed

by a catered din-
ner and dessert.
After dinner
there will be en-
tertainment by the
ROMEQO Group.
And, of course,
we expect a visit from THE large
man in a red suit. All this for just
$10.00 per person. Reservations
may be made by calling Grace
Grenzig at 412-364-3991.

Something specia will be the fo-
cus of our meeting on January 17,
2002 at 1 p.m.

A member of the Pennsylvania
Liquor Control Board will be on
hand to talk about wines.

A tasting session with crackers
and cheese will follow his tak.
Please note the time change.

February 21, 2002 will be our an-
nual Soup Day. Come and join us
for a bowl of homemade soup, fol-
lowed by cards and games. The time
againislp.m.

The Club invites all SIN mem-
bers who are over 50 years of ageto
come to al of these gatherings. Just
come to ameeting and sign up.

New members are aways wel-
comel
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Parish Share pays dividends for our parish

by Sylvia Danehy

The Parish Share Campaign continues to be an important part of our
parish financial picture, and thisis the time of year we start looking at the
picture for next year.

Besides meeting our Diocesan obligations, we have been able to main-
tain and expand programs within our own parish because of your past
generosity.

An important factor is that we have aso completely paid off the parish
debt and can now put money aside for emergencies. Your generosity and
continuing support bears witness to the fact that our parish members take
serioudly the responsibility to be good stewards of the gifts that God has
given us.

It is likewise important that the members of the parish are kept in-
formed of the status of the campaign in order to complete their current
pledges as well asto plan ahead for next year.

The 2001 campaign brought in pledges of $205,938. Although thisis
about a 7 percent decrease over al from the previous year, it is still asig-
nificant amount and we are grateful for your contributions.

As of November 18, 2001 we have collected $186,453. There will be
two more reminders mailed to you for this year’s campaign. If you have
not yet made a pledge and would like to do so, it is not too late. Simply
drop your one time payment into the Sunday collection and be sure to
mark it “Parish Share: New Pledge.” Remember, all monies collected
over our assessed amounts stay right here in our parish to support our
own programs.

Some important upcoming dates to remember:

January 2002
* Final reminder for 2001 pledges mailed—you can continue to
pay off last year’s pledge during the new campaign

February 10, 2002
* Parish Share Sunday (you will be asked to make your pledge for 2002
at thistime)

Late March 2002
* First reminder for 2002 pledges will be mailed

REMEMBER: ECONOMY ALLOWSUSTO BE GENEROUS

St. John Neumann,”
the Pittsburgh area.

Enjoy refreshments.

2nd Annual Parish Celebration
of St. John Neumann

Sunday, January 6, 2002 at 7 p.m.

Come see a dramatization on " The Voyages of
focusing on hislifeand work in

Hear selections by the adult choir.
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At SIN, Youth Mlnlstry Isfaith with lots of action

by Grace Ghirardi
Here's an update of Youth Ministry opportunities at
St. John Neumann:

Middle School Ministry grows

| met with several interested parents on Thursday,
November 15 to suggest ways to create more opportu-
nities for our “middle schoolers,” grades 6-7-8, to
grow in their faith and adolescent development.

We put severa events on the calendar for the next
few months and we plan to meet again on December

13 at 7:30 p.m. to continue to add more.

Please keep posted via the “Y outh
Update’” in the bulletin and the
monthly “Y ellow Pages.”

Our kick off event is scheduled for
December 16. The Youth Mass at
5:30 p.m., followed by pizza, a pro-
gram, games and much, much more.

Ski Retreat for High School

Thisyearly Ski Retreat for grades 9
and up continues to grow in number and popularity.
This year’s retreat is planned for February 8 through
10 at Peak n Peak. The first meeting ison December 4
at 7:30 p.m. We can only take 30 — so first come, first
served.

TEC —Teens Encounter Christ
Two TECs are planned for next year. Thefirst oneis

on January 19-20-21 and the second one is on Febru-
ary 16-17-18.

If you are a High School Senior or young adult, this
is a wonderful opportunity for you to learn more about
your faith, meet other young people around the Diocese,
and have a unique experience in afun environment.

These dates fill up fast, so please call Grace Ghirardi
at 412-366-5638 ASAP for more info.

| will be part of the retreat team for the January TEC,
so come and join me and others for a great weekend.

Life after Confirmation
Our young people who were con-
firmed on October 28 have con-
tinued to bless us with their pres-
ence in many ways.

The first week back to Faith For-

mation class, we had one class with
100 percent attendance, one with
90 percent and most of the other
classes had 50 percent and better
attendance.

Some of our students participated
in the stocking stuffing here at the Education Building
while other classes made bags filled with necessities for
people living on the streets.

We are looking at the possibility of a Spring Retreat
for the students and we encourage the young people to
stay involved in this Church which they have been fully
initiated into.

We encourage the parents to “keep them coming”
and we also encourage the young people to continue to
be active at SIN.

St. John Neumann’s 2nd Annual Retr eat

April 19 & 20, 2002
Spirituality of Everyday Living
directed by Dr. JoOAnne Par adise
Living in the present moment
Journeying to holiness
Being conscious of God’s presence in your daily life

Martina Spiritual Renewal Center
5244 Clarwin Avenue, Pittsburgh 15229

L ook for reservation information in 2002 bulletins
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|f you have a gift or talent, we havea ministry . ..

Verland Outreach Ministry

by Andrew James

The Verland Outreach Ministry is changing its look.

We want to celebrate the lives of our Verland clients
throughout the year and involve more people from SIN
parish in the festivities.

Building on the success of our Verland Fun Fair dur-
ing Youth Week this past August, additional celebra-
tions have been scheduled — a Christmas Party on De-
cember 10, a Vaentine's Day Party on February 11 and
aEucharistic Day (Mass at Verland) in April.

Our Verland volunteers will seek additional help from
Y outh Week participants and from the parish.

Please consider helping with one, some or all of these
events. Celebrate the gift of life with those who treasure

Elizabeth Ministry

by Barbara Stokes

Women reaching out to women like Elizabeth to
Mary and Mary to Elizabeth. A simple meeting and a
fervent prayer shared.

Our Elizabeth Ministry is a group of women who
welcome expectant parents at our monthly blessing.

They continue to hold them in prayer and reach out to
them if needed. Just alittle time well taken on this jour-
ney can make so many steps easier.

Once ayear Elizabeth Ministry sponsors an informa

Consolation Ministry

by Ann Shuckrow

SIN’s Consolation Ministry needs help in two areas.
When the death of a parish member occurs, a group of
people gathers at the funeral home at 8 p.m. the evening
before the funeral liturgy for a short prayer service led
by one of our priests.

The ministry is aso in need of people to be altar
servers at the funeral mass or to just attend the funeral.
In addition to our many retirees, the role of server is
also an opportunity for younger members of the parish

Parish Health Ministry

by Ann Shuckrow

The SIN Parish Health Ministry is planning two in-
formative meetings on related topics under the umbrella
of Alternative Remedies.

On Wednesday, Jan. 23, Sonya McNaughton will do
a presentation and demonstrations of Therapeutic Mas-
sage. In February, on Wednesday the 6th, pharmacist
Dan Wagner will return to SIN to share his knowledge
on natural pharmaceuticals. His presentation will focus
on the Use of Herbal Supplementsand Y our Diet.

Both presentations will be at 7:30 p.m. in the SIN
Education Building.

it so very deeply.

Our every other Sunday Mass participation will con-
tinue as well. The Verland clients participate in the Eu-
charist at 9:30 am. Mass and share in alight brunch af-
terward.

The monthly Monday evening sessions have been
discontinued for the present due to difficulty in recruit-
ing volunteers for a 6 p.m. “catechetical” session.
(That has been the most convenient time for the Verland
clients and their caregivers, but not for our volunteers.)

Please take a look at our outreach to the Verland
Foundation and see if it may fit into your life. Call An-
drew James at the SIN Religious Education Office,
412-366-5885, for more information.

tion evening on Adoption.

Speakers from area agencies as well as parents who
have experienced the adoption process will share their
stories and other important information.

Elizabeth Ministry invites all who have experienced
the pain of loss to join in a specia prayer service on
Sunday, January 20 at 7 p.m. Light refreshments will
follow. If you're interested in Elizabeth Ministry, feel
free to call Carole Cunningham, 412-366-5194 or Kami
Deken, 412-367-0884.

to serve others. If you work from home or are a stay-at-
home mom with children in school al day, the short
time commitment of one and a half hours, maybe twice a
year, can easily befit into your schedule. And if you are
called to serve on a day that your schedule is full, re-
member you can say no, not thistime.

Can you help? For questions or to sign-up, call Helen
Trautvetter at 412-364-0039 or Ann Shuckrow at 412-
366-2020. Any necessary training will be provided at a
convenient time.

Family Ministry

by Barbara Stokes

If you think about it for even a minute, there are a
thousand “things’ that could be done to support and
strengthen families at St. John Neumann.

While families are active participantsin all of the sac-
raments and many of our ministries here, there are many
opportunities for usto join together if we are willing.

If you have some great ideas and think they’d be
helpful in our SIN community, 1'd love to hear from
youl.

Either call me at 412-366-5885, or drop a note to the
Catholic Formation Office at SIN. Thanks! Thanks!
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A letter from Father Bob on his 25th anniversary . . .

by Fr. Bob Coyne
Dear Friends,

| cannot begin to thank you all for coming and being a part of my 25th
anniversary observance. The picnic in September was a most wonderful
celebration and a great opportunity for having friends and family come to-
gether.

Nearly 600 of us enjoyed a picture perfect day, and witnessed a mod-
ern-day feeding of the masses. At the end of the day, three car loads of
food went to the Light of Light mission, where they were most apprecia-
tive of the ham and turkeys as well as an array of tempting desserts. God
isgood, and so are al of you!

However, my celebration would not be complete without sharing Eu-
charist with all of you. It isour commonality, that which binds us togeth-
er and makes us one.

These past 25 years and half-dozen parishes have afforded me count-
less blessings and innumerable relationships. | cannot begin to tell you
how you have all touched my life, and enriched it in ways you could never
imagine. Through the good times and especialy the not-so-good times,
you have been there for me and even carried me when | couldn’t quite
make it on my own. | am profoundly grateful and indebted to you all.

| look back on these past 25 years and recognize my humanness and
my sinfulness. | certainly haven’'t been the best of priests, and yet | feel
strongly that I’m still becoming the priest that God has called meto be. |
have been constantly amazed how God uses me, and al of us, in building
up the kingdom. And | thank you for allowing me the privilege of sharing
in your faith journeys.

As | celebrate this milestone, | am humbled by the realization that this
occasion is not so much about me, but about all of you and our ever-gra-
cious God. | am the one blessed and indebted to you al. Today | give
thanks for all of you and for God who is forever faithful!
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Seasonal videos from
the Northwest Deanery

By Andrew James

Do you want to watch something
different on TV this holiday season?

Why not try the Northwest Dean-
ery Video Library housed in the
SIN Religious Education/CCD Of-
fice? The videos below — and more
— are available to borrow for a free
three-day lending period. Reserve
them at 412-366-5885.

Preparing for Christmas. An
Advent Program for the Family -
four 15 minute segments that help
us to make Advent the “waiting in
faith” time that it is meant to be.
Advent: A Time to Hope - 20
minutes - Kathleen Chesto shares
her insights about the family as we
wait for the coming of the Kingdom
of God.

The Angel’s Advent Lesson - 11
minutes - Danny’s guardian angel,
Theophane, helps him discover the
real meaning of Christmas.

Mr. Krueger's Christmas - 30
minutes - Jmmy Stewart stars as a
lonely maintenance man with a vivid
imagination who experiences the
birth of the Christ child in avery real

way.

The Stableboy’s Christmas - 30
minutes - Ten year old Tammy
hopes to keep the doll under the
Christmas tree that is meant for her
cousin. Through a fantasy, we are
taken back to Bethlehem to see the
little stableboy’s act of unselfish
love when he gives the Christ child
his pet lamb. Tammy then realizes
how sharing presents with others is
a way of sharing God's love at
Christmas.

The Best Night of the Year - 11
minutes animated - The animals in
the stable tell the story of Jesus
birth.

The Gift - 11 minutes animated -
Learn how the firefly received the
gift of light by giving asimplekiss.
Mary Had A Baby. Amen! - 15
minutes animated - Simon, the
rhyming mouse tells the story of Jo-
seph and Mary and the birth of the
baby, Jesus.
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Serving others:
It’sabig part of what makes us Catholic — in all seasons

By Sarah Schneider

"Truly | say to you, as you did it to one of the least of my brethren you did to me. - Matthew 25:40

Sometimes it takes a tragedy to wake us up. I've been preaching to the masses for so long about helping others.
Many hear the call and respond, but with others it falls on deaf ears. Maybe in the latter case, September 11 re-
minded them we can't walk alone. We need one another. By regularly reading the bulletin and Insights, you will
find many ways in which you can help your neighbor, whether in your own community, the Greater Pittsburgh
area, or around the world through service at World Vision.

See the December Hands in Service calendar below and call to volunteer. Most of these same activities take
place year round. Or call the organizations listed below and offer an hour or more of your time.

Benedictine Place, Ross Township — housing for women and children, 412-939-2302, often needs babysit-
ters while mothers are in special programs, other needs.

Miryam's Shelter — Meals (once amonth), call Anne Collins at 412-367-3312 to make food for this women's
shelter near the Civic Arena

Pleasant Valley — Meals (men's shelter, North Side), the Community Life committee schedules nine meals
each year and could use help with cooking and taking the meal to serve. You and/or a group can aso volunteer to
do a meal. We've had CCD and Renew groups volunteer. Call 412-366-5638, ext. 15 and leave your name and
phone number.

North Hills Community Outreach — is awayslooking for volunteers to help with many projects. Recently,
they've needed carpenters to help build an annex. Call Martha Lashbrook at 412-487-6316 for more information.
Call this number no matter what skills you may have to share.

I ncar nation Food Bank/Perry Hilltop Food Bank — during the holidays, some families would like to do a
food basket for a family. You may call Peggy at Perry Hilltop, 412-322-2220 or Judy at Incarnation, 412-931-
2911 for further details.

Hands in Service — December 2001

Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank
Saturday, December 1, Meet SIN 8:30 am., Return 1:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 6, Meet SIN 8:45 a.m., Return 1:30 p.m.

Hands in Service Evenings
Thursday, December 6, 7:30 p.m. in the SIN Education Bldg.
Fill Sharing Tree Candy Bags

Habitat for Humanity
Saturday, December 15, Meet SIN 8:15 am., Return 3:30 p.m.

World Vision Relief Agency
Tuesday, December 18, Meet SIN 9:45 am., Return 12:15 p.m.

Light of Life Mission
Wednesday, December 19, Meet SIN 4:20 p.m., Return 6:30 p.m.

To register, call Sarah Schneider at 412-366-5638, ext. 15

Let us please God by serving him with thankful hearts. Heb. 12:28



